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A black preacher once said, “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming!” We 

know the story, don’t we? It is what Easter is all about. A man 

comes back to life. We call it resurrection. 

The very first witnesses to the empty tomb were woman. There is 

some debate as to why they had gathered, as part of the time of 

mourning, just to be there, to spice the body but if so, who would 

roll away the stone. The real interesting bit is this. As women, their 

witness, in Judaism, was worthless!   If he was writing this as proof 

of resurrection he would be laughed out of court! So why choose 

these women? Maybe it makes the story real, with no sense of 

fabrication.  The women see only that the stone has been rolled 

away. To first century Jews this was a tragedy. They took first 7 

days of mourning very seriously and even many tomb raiders left 

then body behind. They would be shocked! But note, they did not 

enter the tomb or see that the body was gone. Their first instinct 

was to call some of the disciples. 

Next on the scene was John, he takes the evidence of resurrection 

one step further, he stoops down, peers into the tomb,  sees the 

linen wrappings, but does not enter. It is Peter, who has recently 

denied Jesus, who actually steps into the tomb. He does this 

straight away. This fits in with the kind of character that he was and 

the action we would have expected of him. The man who walked 

on water! He looks and sees more evidence of resurrection. The 

head cloth was rolled up by itself.  

Key verse; when John finally enters the tomb, he saw and believed.  

If Thomas needed to touch Jesus, John believed by looking at the 

empty tomb.  Up to this point we are told, in spite of all that they 

had heard and witnessed, still did not understand. Here is the 

breakthrough, John believes.  Then comes the letdown. He believes 

and then he goes home! To do what? If he believed, why not shout 

about it? 

Switch scenes and back to Mary. The boys gone home and she is 

left by herself! Tears would suggest she does not know what is 

going on. She is confused. Did John say anything to her?  She is 

upset, how could someone steal the body!   

She sees some angels. Let’s not at this point debate the existence 

of angels,  but see them as messengers from God, and it is a cameo 

role, for they are gone and there stands the unrecognised Jesus.  

He does though ask Mary the exact same question. “Why are you 

crying?” Still thinking there has been a theft of the body, she asks 

Jesus, where the body is. 

Then comes the point of recognition (verse 16). He says her name.  

She says, Teacher. Mary finally sees Jesus for who he is, which leads 

to belief and proclamation. Jesus says to her, don’t cling to me, in 

this form of flesh and blood, I am not yet ascended, but go and tell 

the others what you have seen. The story ends as it begun. A 

woman is the witness. 



As we reflect on the events of Easter, are we people who view the 

empty tomb from a distance but do not enter? Do we approach the 

tomb and cautiously look in, but go no further? Do we rush inside 

the tomb like Peter to see it is empty, yet still do not believe, or are 

we like John, who believes without touching the wounds of Jesus or 

like Mary, who moved from tears that obscured her recognition of 

Jesus, to a witness of the resurrection by recognising the risen Lord. 

Who are we this morning? 

Let me finish with this quote. "The events of Easter cannot be 

reduced to a creed or philosophy. We are not asked to believe the 

doctrine of the resurrection. We are asked to meet this person 

raised from the dead. In faith, we move from belief in a doctrine to 

the knowledge of a person. Ultimate truth is a person. We met him. 

He is alive." (Bruce Larson) 


