
The Walk to Emmaus: Luke 24: 13-35 

 

You are walking along, minding your own business, discussing the 

important issues of the day... and you notice, out the corner of your 

eye, someone drawing near. You don’t know the person and you 

begin to wonder, what does he want? You might even be a bit 

suspicious of the stranger? In your head you are saying, ‘go away 

and annoy someone else, leave us to our conversation’. Two 

friends, a married couple, are heading away from Jerusalem, it is 

the afternoon of Easter day, they are talking and concerned about 

the death of Jesus. We know they were close to Jesus (v 22-24), yet 

they do not recognise him.  Just like Mary at the tomb. It was not a 

stranger they failed to recognise, but a friend.  

 

This is a journey away from a place of despair and shattered 

dreams and in the midst of those emotions, they encounter walks 

beside them. Nothing unusual about that, but the meeting does not 

get off to the best of starts. Listen to the early exchange and its 

tone. “What are you talking about”?  “Are you the only person in 

Jerusalem who doesn’t know what has been happening these Last 

few days?”. Surprise, astonishment, for Cleopas, what had 

happened was life changing. How could this stranger not know? 

“What things?” The facts are shared. In Jesus was their hope. (v21) 

Now dashed, killed by the very people who should have known the 

prophecies. This is a journey full of darkness, yet the stranger is the 

‘Light of the World’. 

 

Then comes an interesting bit of the conversation. The stranger is 

quite blunt. (v25) I wonder what they thought, a bit rude! The 

stranger then goes on to  explain about the Messiah. They still 

don’t get it. They still have no idea who this man is, yet they know 

within themselves, something was going on, but they are not yet 

able to see Jesus for who he was. (v32)   It is strange that they are 

blind in their understanding, as the word of God as it is explained to 

them by the ‘Word made flesh’. It must have been some bible study 

that lasted many hours! (Like walking from Kirkcaldy to 

Dunfermline listening to Jesus himself.) 

 

Jesus hesitantly accepts an offer of hospitality, or he is waiting for 

the invite. It is after all sunset, and the roads would become 

dangerous.  It is in the breaking of bread, that a new way of 

understanding is revealed. Jesus takes on the role of host and our 

weary travellers finally recognise who he is.  Someone suggested 

that they were present at the feeding of the 5000 and they now 

recognise his hands! However it happened, what was darkness has 

again become light. And then he is gone! In faith, that is the way 

things have to be. 

 

Finally, they move on, back to where they had come, a change of 

direction, back to the place where everything had happened. 

People move on when they are ‘touched’ by God, a relational 

touch, a story explained, a creative encounter, the visual and the 

emotional coming together. For Cleopas and his friend, hearts as 

well as the head are opened to God.  

 

There are many questions that we could ask about this story. Why 

did Jesus pick this particular couple? In a real sense such questions 

are not important. What is important is that on the Emmaus road 

Jesus was there, in that place, with those people. In spite of what 

had happened in Jerusalem such a short time ago, God was already 



there, and engaged in this conversation. Someone described the 

story like this, God hanging out intentionally’, with ‘nobodies’” as 

he listens to their concerns.  

 

This story is about building relationships with Jesus, and it is this 

relationship, that enables us to face an unknown and uncertain 

future. Cleopas did not understand what was going to happen now 

that Jesus was dead. The future was unclear, but at the end of this 

story, as in many of the ‘encounter’ stories, the women at the well, 

the man born blind, Mary at the tomb, these people share their 

story and proclaim to the others, what Jesus has done.  Here they 

share, “The Lord is risen indeed!” The good news is not good news 

for us till we have shared it with others.   

 

We will never have all the answers to our faith questions, or what 

happens to us and others in life, but one thing we can claim with 

certainty, in our journey through life, Christ travels with us. 

Amen 


