
Sermon 22nd May 2011 

Have you ever been on a journey where there has been a deadline 

for your arrival, you are expected, and the clock is ticking. You are 

behind schedule, you seem to be lost, you think you are going to be 

late and every slow driver seems to be in front of you, and every 

light goes red! You are sweating more than normal and then comes 

the relief of finding the right road and you start to calm down. I 

remember one such drive. I left in plenty of time, but discovered 

that I was on the M8 instead of the M9! Have you ever panicked 

that you are on the wrong train! How early do you arrive at the 

airport, just in case? 

The journeys of life can sometimes through up many obstacles. 

Jesus said, “I am the way”. In effect, what he was saying was, there 

is only one route to God. On this journey can we be late?  We have 

our whole lives, but a decision does need to be made. A decision 

honoured by God no matter when it is made. We can certainly get 

lost, taking the diversions of wrong decisions and wrong choices. 

Do we ever doubt and wonder if our faith is strong enough and that 

we will reach the end of the journey with faith intact? I am sure 

there are times we do.  

If I am going somewhere I do not know I switch on the sat nav. and 

a nice man tells me where to go. Seemingly men like female voices 

better! In blind faith I follow these directions. If half way to my 

destination I pulled over and switched the machine off, I probably 

would have no idea where I was. I would be lost and the map would 

come out. Jesus said, “I am the way”. Jesus is not a sat nav. We do 

not follow in blind faith. God has given us brains to use and asks us 

to take responsibility for our decisions and choices in life. Having 

said that, trust is required, to get to your destination without 

sometimes knowing the route you took to get there, and in faith 

trusting in God, and then only with hindsight look back to see that 

God was involved in that decision and choice.  

We trust in a person, and see what the disciples did not see, that in 

seeing Jesus we see God. “I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me”.  

How do we find truth? What do we accept as truth? In a visit to 6
th

 

years at a secondary school I was talking about “the truth is out 

there” (X files) They were willing to trust the history books that 

Julius Caser invaded Briton, but were not able to trust the accounts 

of the bible that described the life of Jesus. For them that was not a 

reliable source of truth. Jesus said, “I am the truth.” 

This is personal; this is about relationships with a person. It is 

beyond the written words, part of, yet so much more than the text 

of scripture. This is the only way that the bible can be eternal, and 

offer truth. Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth, whoever believes 

in me will do what I do...” (v12) Truth is the link, the creator of 

faith. If not, as Paul said, our faith is in vain. Who would wish to die 

for a lie?  



The Christian faith offers the promise of eternal life. Many have 

sought it through other means. In one of the Indiana Jones films, 

(Indiana Jones and the last Crusade) eternal life would come if you 

drank from the cup that Jesus used at the last supper. 

Unfortunately, one of the ‘baddies’ met his end by choosing the 

wrong cup and Indiana used the correct cup to heal his shot father 

and so declined eternal life.  

Would you really want eternal life only on earth? To see all the 

people you ever loved die! It would be like going into stasis in one 

of the sci-fi movies for hundreds of years, only to discover that 

everyone you had ever known was long gone! (Captain Hunt in 

Andromeda) “I am the life”, said Jesus, and in him that life begins 

now. The ending of this life and entering eternal life we don’t 

understand what happens, we accept that in faith. But the route is 

clear, “no one goes to the Father except by me” (v6)  

There is a great promise at the end of this passage, to do things 

greater than Jesus did. I don’t claim to understand what that 

means, but what a promise to hold onto! In following the way, 

listening and acting on the truth and living the life, helps us to ask 

for the right things, gives glory to God and is the way we seek first 

the Kingdom of God. Amen 

 

 

 


