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In these times of spending cuts that are affecting everyone, only 

two budgets are protected, the NHS and overseas aid. This has 

been controversial, and in the last few months there has been a 

debate about the British aid budget, and in particular which 

countries should get our help. The one that has been highlighted 

the most is aid that goes to India (the highest amount to any single 

country), a country with massive poverty, yet spend millions on a 

space program and nuclear weapons, and actually now has its own 

aid program to other countries or up to 2011, we gave money to 

China and even some to Saudi Arabia (small amount).  On the other 

side over 50% goes to the least developed countries mainly in 

Africa.  

Read Matthew 25: 35-36. This compassion was not recognised by 

those who gave it. It was not part of an aid program. It was care 

shown by one human being to another. Read Mathew 25: 40.  

There are those who say, “Charity begins at home”. The money we 

spend abroad would be better spent at home. We have enough 

problems of our own, without sending money to others. 

Many thousands of years ago, the people of Israel were asked to 

look after the widow, the orphan and the stranger who were in 

their midst, to go beyond the beyond the natural boundaries of 

family and human compassion. They were reminded that once they 

themselves had been strangers in a foreign land, the land of Egypt 

were they later became slaves. This compassion became part of 

their law, to love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul and 

strength (Deut 6:5) and to love their neighbours as  you love 

yourself (Lev 19:18) . The big question and it has been a question 

asked throughout history is, who is my neighbour? 

From the time of the nation state of Israel to our individualistic and 

consumer driven society this is a key question, because how we 

treat others goes a long way to understanding who we are. 

Whether it is how we care for an increasingly aging society, look 

after and protect our children or give to others through our aid 

budget, compassion shows whether we respect others or not, and 

give them dignity where they are due. If we take that out of our 

society, then what is left? 

Jesus took the law of his people and developed it. It was no longer 

just good enough to love God and your neighbour, but they had to 

love even their enemies. You cannot get a wider definition of 

neighbour, as love your enemies. He told a story of a man 

mugged... at the end he asked the shocked crowd, in this story, 

who was the neighbour? This was a society full of discrimination, 

racism and sectarianism. In the story of human kind, some things 

remain the same! 

All of this challenges us, because it in many ways, it goes against 

the grain of being human. It is easy to love the lovable but what 

about people who are not like us? There has been a political debate 

very recently about giving prisoners who plead guilty early, a 50% 



reduction in sentence. It has been dropped, because it went 

beyond politics and cost saving to something very ingrained, about 

how society punishes people, justice being done, and crucially, 

these people being seen as different from us. Yet in Jesus definition 

of neighbour, they are our neighbours.  God never shuts the door 

on anyone. 

This is hugely important because the crux of the Matthew passage 

is that the ‘image of Christ’ is in everyone, no matter who they are. 

If we do something for anyone, we do it for Christ himself. 

Matthew 25: 40. That in practical and real terms is what the gospel 

is about.  

God loved the world... (John 3:16) All love given and received 

comes from God, Christ is in all people, and whether we recognise 

it or not, the responsibility is ours, to treat people as if we are 

caring for Jesus himself. Amen 

 

 

 


