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In Mark’s gospel the story of Peter’s declaration is literally in the middle of 

his account. It forms a pivot between Jesus ministry in Galilee and the long 

route to Jerusalem. For Matthew there is a similar significance. [See 

Mathew 16: 21] 

Jesus and the disciples reach Caesarea Philippi.  Not sure why they saw a 

need to travel so far north.  It lies 25 miles north of Lake Galilee on 

northern border of ancient Israel. This is a pagan area, Greek gods 

worshipped there, and Herod had temple built for the worship of Caesar. 

So it is not an expected site for such a revelation!  It was on this journey 

that they encountered the Canaanite woman whose daughter was ill.  

Out of the blue Jesus asks, who do people say the Son of man is? This 

phase in the gospels is a title that Jesus commonly applied to himself. 

What are people saying about me? There were many opinions, rumours 

and expectations going around all relating Jesus to Old Testament 

prophets... John the Baptist, seen as the last of the great prophets, is Jesus 

John raised from death? Is Jesus the 2
nd

 Elijah who was expected to return, 

(see Mal 4: 5) and people drew comparisons between their miracles or was 

Jesus another Jeremiah?  So Jesus is identified with these ‘end of time’ 

prophets who would usher in God’s Kingdom, through the coming Messiah 

and save Israel from the Roman occupation.  

Jesus then gets to the heart of the matter and why they were there. Who 

do you say I am? This is now personal and about Jesus. Is that not what our 

Christian faith is all about? It is not what other people say that is 

important. “Who do you say that I am?” 

It is the bold Simon who responds, he is the one to take the risk of 

speaking out. Have you ever been in a situation where someone asks a  

 

question, waits for a response but you are fearful of getting it wrong so 

you say nothing! Not so for Peter, the ‘water walker’! Once again he is out 

of the boat and in faith walking towards Jesus. 

This is his declaration. You are the messiah, the son of the living God! Not 

just Son of man, but Son of the living God! There was a great expectation 

at that time about the Messiah who was to come. It would have been part 

of the disciples DNA. It means in Hebrew “anointed” and translated in 

Greek as Christos, Jesus the Christ, the one who would usher in the 

Kingdom of God, God’s reign breaking into the present world order and 

creating a new one. The Kingdom is here, we are part of it, yet it is still to 

be fulfilled. Jesus seemed pleased. (v17) He did not always want this 

knowledge to be made public (v 20) but here this is the response he was 

looking for.  Sadly for Peter, is does not last! (See v21-23). Divine 

inspiration gives way to human misunderstanding and the Rock becomes a 

stumbling stone.  

Have you thought about how does God speak to us?  How do we open our 

minds and hearts to this possibility? We certainly need to be listening. We 

need to have the expectation that it might happen and be aware of God’s 

voice as we pray. Like Peter we will not always get it right. Later on, he 

denial Jesus three times. 

We are told as a direct result of Peter’s declaration a promise is made. On 

such faith as Peter’s, the church will be built. That is the rock and Simon 

becomes Peter, ‘petros’ meaning ‘rock’.  It is a play on words. The church 

today is built on the faith of those who follow Jesus. Sometimes we feel 

strong in our faith, at other times we seem to stumble along. But the 

strength of the church is not our strength, and even in our weakness, the 

church can be strong. That is what faith is all about.  



We do not conquer death. God does and death cannot extinguish faith. 

The people of Joshua’s time did not conquer the land, God did, and his 

faith in God’s plan, even at the end of his life, was unwavering. “As for 

me...” 

 If people are given keys as a sign of authority, Matthew is not talking 

about Peter’s personal set of keys, he is talking about faith being 

authoritative in the Kingdom of God and giving us access to God. We can 

come no other way. It is not who we are or what we have done, we enter 

the Kingdom of God only by his love and his grace. If we are to declare 

anything, then let us declare Jesus Christ as Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.  Amen 

 


