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I suspect that most of us have been wedding guests. In this strange and not 

easy to understand parable, we have a wedding where everything goes 

wrong! The invited guests decide not to attend! What a snub! How would 

you feel? You have done all your preparations for the big day, the bullocks 

and prized calves have all been butchered, and no one wants to attend! 

At the time of Jesus, very wealthy people might invite whole cities, and 

since these feasts could last up to seven days, there was a huge time 

commitment on behalf of the guests, and it was expected that you stayed 

for the whole event, but in spite of it being an honour to be invited, no one 

wanted to attend! I have never heard of a wedding where none of the 

guests turned up, that is unusual, but things were about to get even worse. 

A second invite is given. The invited guests ignore it and go about their 

normal business, to their shops or farm. In Luke’s account of the feast, a 

range of excuses are given. Look at a new field they had bought or try out 

new oxen, but like today they would have no excuse; they would have 

known the date in advance.  

We are told that some of the servants are even killed, and in response to 

the king’s anger, these people are killed and the city burnt. I presume the 

same one where the wedding is to take place. Things are now really getting 

out of hand! Worse even than the story line of Eastenders! Such a drastic 

response seems irrational and it has been suggested that this is not part of 

the original parable.  

What we can say is this, this is no ordinary wedding where invites are 

simply ignored or ripped up and put in the bin! This is more than being 

rude.  So what is going on? What is Jesus saying to us? 

A wedding still needs guests, so if the initial guests are no longer worthy of 

their invite, the king decides to invite other people. He cannot have his son  

 

dishonoured with a feast with no guests. He says to his servants go out into 

the streets and bring to my wedding feast the good and bad alike. So it is a 

free meal for all, and soon the feast was full. In Luke’s gospel, he describes 

the new guests are the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. See Luke 

14: 23, “Make people come in”. There is an element of compulsion to make 

sure the hall is full. 

If the parable stopped there, I think we would feel more comfortable. Here 

is God inviting those who do not deserve an invite, showing his love is for 

all people, but the parable continues. The king has a look at the guests and 

sees one person who was not dressed appropriately. If you want my view, 

his comment and response seems very harsh. I realise that the king was 

not in a good mood, but this poor guy, not originally invited, maybe in his 

hurry to get there does not wear his best clothes. The king apparently 

expected, even those not invited, to come appropriately dressed. 

The man says nothing, and for his trouble gets thrown out of the feast. 

What is that all about?  

Jesus only gives us one quick comment. See v 14. In the original context, 

the invited guests are God’s chosen people, Israel, the Jews, and the other 

guests are the Gentiles. Clearly what Jesus is saying is this, all are invited to 

the feast of God for his son, Jew and gentile alike, but...  the Jews will 

reject the Messiah. In response to the chief priests and the elders in the 

temple, Jesus said... Matthew 22: 31b-32 (the parable of the two sons) & 

Matthew 21:43 (the parable of the tenants in the vineyard) 

But just to make sure we do not feel comfortable or complacent, the 

rejected guest is clearly a gentile. This is the challenge for us out of this 

parable. Who will be invited to the feast of the Son? “Many are invited, but 

few are chosen”. (v 14) Amen 



 


