
Sermon: 6th November 2011 

The expectation of waiting for something to happen can be a very 

strong emotion, the family waiting at the barracks for a return from 

Afghanistan, a family member coming back for the first holiday 

since staring university,  the child who waits for Christmas, the 

wedding couple whose day of marriage once seemed so far away, is 

now imminent and the holiday is booked, but it is not until next 

year. We have all sensed these moments of looking forward in 

anticipation.  

The people of Israel in the 1
st

 century Palestine were also waiting. 

This parable asks, are they ready for the one who was to come? 

Although there was huge expectation about the coming of the 

Messiah, the problem was they did not know when it was going to 

happen. There was no pre determined date that people could aim 

for and say, on that day, we will be prepared.  

It would be like knowing your loved one will return any day, but 

you do not know when. Christmas will happen but not on 25
th

 

December and not every year, and at some vague time in the future 

you will go on holiday, but you must always be ready to go 

tomorrow. You are told you have been invited to a wedding, the 

date is unknown and you must be ready to attend at a moment’s 

notice. 

Maybe over time the expectation gets less and as you tire of 

waiting you begin to believe it will never happen.  The people of 

Israel had been waiting a long time for this promise of God to be 

fulfilled. Maybe some had given up hope and were unprepared. 

Others were seeking to force the issue, take it into their own hands 

and get rid of the Romans themselves. 

This parable is about those who are ready and prepared during a 

long wait and those who were not, but the context has changed. 

This is not about the coming of the Messiah but the return of the 

Son of Man.  

If you read Matthew 24, that is the focus and this parable picks up 

this theme.  See 24: 36, 42, 44. The time is unknown.  

On parables see ‘the gift ’p. 32-3 

 It was a great honour to be a bridesmaid and the last thing you 

would wish is to be unprepared. The bridegroom is late and it is 

midnight when he eventually arrives. Those prepared would light 

their torches and be ready to escort the bride to the groom’s 

house. But there is a problem, because of the long wait, those 

unprepared are running out of oil and so ask the others for help. 

The answer is blunt, no; we need the oil for ourselves.  

The arrival was too sudden to rectify their situation and they 

cannot rely on the good actions of others to help them out. This 

parable is all about faith in God and Jesus the bridegroom who is 

clearly saying, faith cannot be transferred. The girls in some way 



represent the church and hard as it is for us to hear, there are those 

who know of Jesus return but are still unprepared.   

In being rejected, for the wedding cannot be ruined, they are told 

to go to the shops. It is midnight, there is no 24 shopping in those 

days, therefore failure is not surprising.  Meanwhile, those 

prepared get to go to the wedding feast (KOG) and the door is 

firmly shut. [Bang goes the bolt] In spite of all their protestations, 

the others miss out, on the procession, singing, dancing and 

critically the feast itself that lasted for 7 days. 

The bridegroom said to them, ‘I do not know you’. Jesus said v13. 

We do not wait as the people of Israel waited for the Messiah, but 

there is that promise that Christ will return again, and everything 

that was true about waiting for the Messiah is true as we wait for 

the return of Christ.  We need to be prepared, as if the Kingdom of 

God will break in and be fulfilled at any moment.  

Have we waited so long that we have given up or do not believe it 

will ever happen? Or do we seek the Kingdom of God with a sense 

of urgency? Are wee prepared and ready for Christ’s return? 

Amen 

 


