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Can anything travel faster than light? The possibility has 

now been raised through work at the particle collider at 

CERN in Switzerland. Light is a strange concept. Can you 

see light, yet without light you cannot see! To see more 

clearly that tricky DIY job, made easier, when light is 

applied to the situation. At the other end of the spectrum, 

light can blind us; we can get too close to the source of 

light, a car headlight, a laser beam or direct sunlight. Light 

also gives us direction, the same car headlight or a hill 

walkers head torch. Light can be seen from afar and in the 

case of a lighthouse, protects. It does not matter how 

strong the darkness is, the smallest light is seen. Darkness 

cannot extinguish light. Even a candle is powerful in the 

darkness.  

2000 years ago, Jesus, the carpenter, the child of 

Bethlehem, said he was the ‘light of the world’. A 

powerful claim to make, but one of the reasons we 

celebrate Christmas. Here is the light who has come into 

the world. Surrounded by candles, we reflect on this 

powerful image. Light shines in the darkness.  

The writers of the bible clearly used such language to 

describe their world. The contrast of dark and light and as 

a single light is shared, the light spreads and darkness 

recedes. Christmas is the image of the individual light, 

Jesus Christ, amongst the many. He shines for all to see 

and no matter how some wanted to put that light out, it 

was not even extinguished in death. The light shines on. 

Over time our eyes will get accustomed to the dark. Once 

a chink of light enters into the darkened room, it becomes 

obvious to us, yet many, even after they heard his words 

or witnessed his miracles did not recognise, who Jesus 

was.  

The bible tells us the amazing truth that the light of the 

world, came in human form. That is what Christmas is all 

about, Immanuel, ‘God with us’.  That same light shines in 

the darkness today. We symbolise it in candle light, yet it 

is powerful enough to conquer death.  

When we see the light that is God’s, do we recognise who 

it is? Jesus, Messiah, enabling us to see more clearly what 

life is all about; Jesus, child of Bethlehem, who promises 

to give us direction in life; Jesus, the Son of God, who at 



the same time can blaze strong and bright as the 

lighthouse, almost blinding us with his glory, yet can shine 

through the single candle that we hold.  As we gaze into 

the light, may we be encouraged to seek him out and to 

follow him, in faith. 

I do not know if there anything faster than light? But 

there is the light of the world that is strongest in love. A 

love offered to all of us, this Christmas time, for all time. 

Amen 

 


