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I want you image two men having a conversation in the 

synagogue in Nazareth; it is before the service begins.  

[Still in seat at front]It’s Joseph’s son, you know, the carpenter’s 

boy. Good to see him back again in the synagogue in his home 

town. I wonder if all these stories we have heard about him are 

true. What do you think? You know he was baptised by John in 

the Jordan.  Mind you, John got his comeuppance didn’t he? He 

was a bit weird.... anyway we don’t need to worry about him 

anymore; Herod’s stuck him in jail. Serves him right for what he 

said. Then there was that rumour of him spending 40 nights in 

the desert. Did you hear that one? I have no idea what that was 

all about? I have to say, the family were really concerned for 

him. Joseph was fair worried. But, it seems to have worked out 

OK. He is well known now around the area, good for the 

reputation of Nazareth I say, we are always getting put down as 

some insignificant out of the way place. Mainly by people who 

had never been here. He is now respected for his teaching in the 

synagogues. Yes it is good to have him back. I am really looking 

forward to hearing what he has to say. Look he is about to 

speak. [Back to pulpit] 

Jesus is handed the scroll on which the prophet Isaiah was 

written. When the scriptures were first written down, moving 

from an oral tradition to a written form, it was all done by hand 

and both the ink and the parchment were expensive, so not 

wishing to waste any of it , later writings were added to earlier 

ones to fill up the scroll. For example, what we know as the 

writings of Isaiah the prophet, were actually written down and 

describe at least three different period of Israelite history and 

then added to each other on a single scroll, to get what we have 

today. A similar exercise was done with what we call the 12 

Minor Prophets, whose total length, fitted onto one scroll. 

So Jesus is handed the scroll of Isaiah by the people in charge of 

the synagogue and he decides / chooses to read from chapter 

61.  Remember, the people listening knew who Jesus was. They 

did not suspect for a moment that he was going to refer to 

himself as Messiah, After all, he was known as the son of a local 

carpenter, yes, he was building for himself a bit of a reputation, 

but to them, he was just Joseph’s son. In Hebrew he read these 

words,  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to set free the oppressed 

and announce that the time has come 

when the Lord will save his people.” [Do reading from lectern]. 

The reading ends, the scroll is put away, Jesus sits down and you 

can hear the silence. [Back to pulpit]  The actual practice was to 

stand to read but sit to teach. ‘Cathedra’ is Latin for chair and 



from this we get our word cathedral. The Bishop sat in the chair 

to teach. After a moment Jesus adds, “This passage of scripture 

has come true today, as you heard it being read.”  Now we are 

told they are initially impressed with the eloquent words of 

Jesus, son of Joseph. Surely for this to be true, he must have 

said something else, more than just the short reading from 

Isaiah, maybe there was a wee sermon in there as well. We are 

not told, but his reputation has been enhanced. 

Now we come to the problem. Their understanding is built on a 

misconception that very soon will lead to these same people to 

seek his death. We know what Jesus meant; he is using, or at 

least Luke is using, the words of Isaiah to point to Jesus, and say 

the great expectation of the prophecy has now been fulfilled. 

We can point to later stories of Jesus, as Luke would do, to hear 

the message of ‘good news’, of liberty and  freedom in God, 

where the blind can see, sometimes literally.  

But to 1
st

 century Jews, salvation is for God’s people alone and if 

there was oppression, the people of Galilee had firsthand 

experience of it. They would say ‘Amen’, to the words of Isaiah 

and may they come true quickly, for Nazareth was only 4 miles 

from a place called Sepphoris, the Galilean capital, which was 

destroyed in AD 6 by the Romans after a messianic style revolt. 

Freedom and liberty from oppression was a live issue.  No 

wonder they came to an understanding that simply reinforced 

of their own bias. One day the Romans will be vanquished, and 

God’s Kingdom on earth will come centred on Jerusalem. 

 But let’s not be harsh. In their shoes we would probably do the 

same. Often we hear but we don’t listen. No matter the 

evidence, we use it to support our own views. That is the 

dynamic that is happening here. When we agree, all is well, but 

when challenged, the situation changes. We are no longer 

impressed and we take umbrage when our views are 

challenged.  Here, the same words of scripture, comfort and 

challenge at the same time. The bible has a habit of doing that. 

We draw strength and comfort, yet the very same words are 

used by God to challenge us. 

As a congregation we live in challenging times, but we must not 

just hear the words of God as words of comfort that we hid 

behind. The still small voice of God is there to disturb us and to 

move us from our comfort zones and take us forward.  

May the Spirit of God give us eyes to see and ears to listen. 

Amen 


