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Tell me something that really makes you angry... 

[Back to pulpit]  If we are never angry, will we ever be 

motivated to change anything, like poverty, injustice etc. Here is 

a picture of me on my only protest march. I have never done it 

since and that is not good. How many of us ever meet or write 

regularly to our MP, MSP or councillors about issues that we are 

really concerned about? If we have not, then we have not been 

angry enough. We need to have a sense of anger to motivate us 

to speak or to act.  

If you look in the New Testament, Jesus often made people 

angry. He challenged people, often the religious establishment, 

to think differently, to act differently or to love differently. If 

any one message comes across, it is this; God is about life and 

love and not about law. Although God had led his people in the 

past, out of Egypt, through desert and into the Promised Land, 

following him is about today, not yesterday or even in the 

future. I like Christian Aid’s strap line, “we believe in life before 

death”.  

We pick up the story of Jesus in the synagogue in Nazareth, his 

home town. He has just spoken the words of the great prophet 

Isaiah, handed back the scroll and sat down. We are told the 

people are impressed.   

A little aside, I sometimes wonder what you are thinking as I am 

speaking, and what, if any emotional reaction is going on inside. 

We all react to people’s words, they are powerful, and can 

never be neutral. It is more than simply agreement or 

disagreement. It is whether, as we worship, God challenges our 

thinking or better still, motivates us to do something different. 

Worship is about our encounter with God, and people who 

encounter God, do not stay the same! 

Jesus gets off to the best possible start, but then he really 

begins to wind them up. He is not doing it deliberately just to 

upset them, but to challenge their understanding of who they 

are and what God expects of them. Without a doubt, he 

certainly gets a response! So what did he say that made them so 

angry? 

We can be so self obsessed; with our world view revolving 

around ourselves and our concerns, our views, our dreams, and 

it was to the Jewish self obsession of their unique position as 

God’s people that Jesus now challenges them. They had been 

called uniquely by God, that is true, and the scriptures record 

the story, but they were called for a purpose, to be the ‘light to 

the nations’, to the world, yet they held tight to themselves, the 

message of God, and encased it in law, rules, tradtions and 

regulations.  

Almost in anticipation of their reaction, Jesus says to them, you 

seem impressed by what I have said so far, but you know, a 



prophet is never welcome in his home town. You might want 

me to do some of the things here in Nazareth that you heard 

were being done in Capernaum; but we know that they were in 

for a bit of a shock.  

Jesus uses the familiar to make his point. He goes back into the 

Jewish Scriptures, which they would have known so well, to two 

of the great prophets, Elijah and Elisha. The details of the stories 

are not important, only this, Jesus hammers home this point, 

these two great men were sent by God, not to the people of 

Israel but to those outside, here Sidon and Syria; two areas 

particularly despised by the Jews.  

Now, you might be thinking, this all sounds a bit bland / tame to 

me, what Jesus said hardly demanded the death penalty. Yet 

think of instances, in the very recent past, where riots and 

violence have erupted, for example, over the burning of a Koran 

/ a cartoon of the prophet Mohammed.  We might not 

understand such a response, but these people were angry 

enough to respond in such a way.  

Listen to how angry these people got, they dragged Jesus out of 

the synagogue, on the Sabbath, to the top of a hill and were 

about to throw him off and kill him, even though they did not 

have the legal authority to do so. 

There is a balance somewhere is there not, in what might be 

considered as righteous anger. We need to be honest, that our 

default position tends to be to do nothing. We might complain 

about it to a few people, but the bottom line is, we don’t do 

anything about it. We are not angry enough. So we are not 

motivated enough.  

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do 

nothing. Edmund Burke 

Irish orator, philosopher, & politician (1729 - 1797)  

I am not suggesting for a moment that we over react, but do we 

get angry enough?  

Words are indeed powerful things. Words of faith are powerful, 

for they contain a love to be shared, injustice to be opposed and 

a righteous anger to motivate. They can also be difficult and 

dangerous words, for we do not know how others will react to 

them. Some will embrace, others ignore or ridicule and some 

might even react with violence.  

May God give us the serenity to accept the things which 

cannot be changed; Give us courage to change things which 

must be changed; and the wisdom to distinguish one from 

the other.  

Amen 

 


