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There are always those who have no choice but to go into 

hiding. Probably the most famous was during WW2, in 

Amsterdam, it was the family of Anne Frank, hiding from 

the Nazis (video clip). Through history countless others 

have done the same, in fear of their lives.  

Others continue to protest against violent regimes and 

speak for justice, in spite of the fact, that they know their 

lives are in danger. Some are famous (Martin Luther King 

in the civil rights movement in America) but most are lost 

to history.  

What would we do? It is not about being a hero, it is 

about being human. For even to protect ones family, to 

hide, is to be heroic, always waiting for that moment, that 

sound, when they know they have been found. 

It is the perceived enemies of Jesus, some Pharisees, who 

say to him, you know, you have got to get out of here, go 

somewhere else, Herod is out to kill you. We must 

assume that some Pharisees admired and respected 

Jesus. Herod Antipas, had considerably more power in 

Galilee than the Jewish authorities had in Jerusalem, so  

 

these friendly Pharisees are urging Jesus to leave the area 

controlled by Herod, so as to be safe. Jesus answer is 

interesting, for it is a mixture of defiance; you go and tell 

that fox, that was not a compliment, and an acceptance 

that the time for his death has not yet arrived, so he will 

be on his way, to Jerusalem. The point is this, it is not 

Herod who is in control and who is king, it is God.  

Jesus is doing the work of God, driving out demons and 

performing cures, and when the time has come, the work 

will be finished, but not in Herod’s time, in God’s alone, 

not in this place, but in Jerusalem. He points to the future 

work and will of God, ‘on the third day I will finish my 

work’.  

Ever since King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to 

Jerusalem and made it his capital (about 1000 BC), the 

city had always been at the very heart of the people of 

God. In the ark, God dwelt in their midst, and the belief 

arose that because of the presence of God, the city could 

never be destroyed. Unfortunately history has dealt it a 

different hand. Destroyed by the Babylonians in the 6
th

 



century BC and then occupied by Persians, Greeks, 

Seleucids and in Jesus day, the Romans. It would again be 

ransacked by the Romans in AD 70.  

Instead of destruction, we have here, in the words of 

Jesus, an image of compassion, here the Messiah of God, 

in spite of the fact that within its walls God’s messengers 

over the centuries, had been stoned and killed, and he 

himself would be condemned to death, Jesus wants to 

embrace the city as a hen gathers her chicks under her 

wings, in contrast to the cunning fox that wants to kill 

him, but this offer of God’s love would be rejected. God is 

saying, his love in Jesus includes even his enemies.  Yes, 

he entered the city to the cries of ‘blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord’, but these cries did not 

last long and quickly turn to ‘crucify him’. 

Jesus, in response not to the threats of Herod, moves on, 

because he knows his journey will take him ultimately to 

Jerusalem. Jesus is not running away from death, he is not 

a man on the run; instead, he plays on the tradition of the 

Jewish martyr and moves towards his place of his death, 

Jerusalem. Far from going into hiding, he is accepting the 

will of God and his sacrifice at Easter. 

 It is not Herod who will kill Jesus, not the people of 

Jerusalem or the Romans, but the will of God and the 

foundation of that sacrifice is love. Jesus is in control of 

his own destiny. 

This period of Lent is about journeying with Jesus and 

recognising that each step of the journey has a purpose. 

We might never need to go into hiding, but are there not 

times when we hide our faith and what we believe? Not 

speaking up, keeping quiet and missing those 

opportunities to act in ways of love and compassion.  

What is it God requires of us, “To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly
 
with your God.” (Micah 6: 8) We 

might never drive out a demon, but we can offer the 

peace of Christ that passes the understanding of this 

world. We might never perform a cure, but can share 

Jesus who offers life, life in all its fullness. And at Easter 

we can all say, on the third day, God finished his work in 

Jesus Christ. 

“God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord” Amen 

 


