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What did people say that afternoon, as they experienced, 

from so different perspectives, the reality of crucifixion? 

(Luke 23: 33-49) 

“Forgive them Father! They don’t know what they are 

doing.” Didn’t they know what they were doing! They 

knew they were executing him! And even if they 

somehow grasped what they were really doing, as they 

watched on, how could Jesus offer forgiveness at the very 

time life was draining from him, to the very people who 

were killing him.  

With hind sight it is very easy to say it was the will of God 

that it be done in such a way, but only God himself could 

utter such words in the very moment of his so human 

death. I wonder, if it reminded people of those words he 

spoke that must have taken their breath away; love is not 

fulfilled unless you love your enemies, and there plenty of 

enemies in the crowd.  

The Jewish leaders jeered him, “He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!” 

Maybe they were thinking to themselves, thank God we 

have at last got rid of this trouble maker! The soldiers 

mocked, after all they had seem all this before, come on 

“Save yourself if you are the king of the Jews!” Was it all a 

bit of a laugh to them, maybe to lighten their mood of 

cruel death? It can’t have been an easy job and to add 

insult to injury, even one of the criminals, on a cross right 

beside him, got in on the act. He insulted him, “Aren’t you 

the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” Maybe secretly 

hoping it might just happen. For to preserve life you 

might just believe anything! 

Support however came from unexpected places, the 

other man being executed rebuked his fellow criminal, 

“Don't you fear God? You received the same sentence he 

did. Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting 

what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no 

wrong.” Here is a recognition of innocence. I have done 

wrong, this punishment I deserve, but this man, he has 

done nothing wrong. On what basis did he made such a 

decision? Did he know something about Jesus? Had he 

heard his words and believed? This man turned to Jesus 

and made this request, “Remember me, Jesus, when you 

come as King!” Now there is a statement of faith, 



acknowledged by Jesus, “I promise you that today you will 

be in Paradise with me.” How did that man feel as he was 

about to die? Was his guilt forgiven? Here is Jesus is at it 

again, “Forgive him Father”! 

I wonder if things went quiet for a while as the skies 

darkened and people watched, waited and listened for 

impending death? “Father into your hands I place my 

spirit!” Jesus offers his life to God. His work is done. It is 

now up to God to do the rest. 

There is recorded the response of one man, an army 

officer of all people, who praises God, “Certainly he was a 

good man!” The writer records these unexpected words. 

Some form of recognition at least, of what has actually 

happened. 

Every Good Friday, we are part of the crowd, witnesses to 

the crucifixion of Jesus from Nazareth. What are we 

saying, as we hear his words, “Forgive them Father! They 

don’t know what they are doing.” Amen. 


