
Bennochy: 14
th

 April 2013 

Have you experienced your life turning full circle, somehow back 

to a place you have been before. That is exactly what happened 

to some of the disciples.  Called from their nets by Jesus three 

short years ago, they now return to what they know best, 

fishing. Yet think how their lives had changed. They were 

ordinary men, yet they had experienced the extraordinary in 

their journeys with Jesus; from the familiar of Galilee to the 

extraordinary of miracles, parables and resurrection. From the 

heights of transfiguration, Peter’s proclamation of Christ at 

Caesarea Philippi and Jesus resurrection appearances, to the 

depths of Passion Week, Peter’s denial and the crucifixion. 

So here they are doing what they know best. The scene has 

changed; we are no longer in Jerusalem, in that room where 

Thomas doubted what the other disciples had experienced. 

Now we are on the shore of Lake Tiberius, also known as the 

Sea of Galilee, right at the opposite end of the country. We have 

moved hundreds of miles south to North.  Not only are they 

back doing what they know best, they are also back on familiar 

territory, they are home. 

We are not told what time has elapsed, is it weeks, months, but 

what connects this story with the previous one, is the 

appearance of Jesus. After a fruitless nights fishing, often done 

at night on Lake Galilee where fish were easier caught and then 

sold in the morning, they had caught absolutely nothing. They 

might be doing what they know best, but they don’t seem to be 

making a very good job of it! Then they glimpse a man standing 

on the water’s edge. 

Unlike the in Jerusalem room, the disciples for some reason do 

not recognise Jesus. Was it the distance, as they peered through 

the rising sun and mist from their boat at this man on the 

shore? “Young men, haven’t you caught anything?” he says, 

interesting turn of phrase that, ‘young men’. I am sure that 

Jesus would have known that the fishermen had caught nothing. 

Is this a simple question, or is he toying with them? Now come 

on, have you not caught ANYTHING? After all, they were doing 

what they knew best! 

In spite of possible frustration at Jesus words, out all night, 

tired, baffled and hungry, for some reason, they still agreed to 

follow this stranger’s advice. Why? We are not told. Was it the 

way he said it, with some sense of authority that he knew what 

he was talking about? Was their some unconscious recognition 

of who this man might be? Were they waiting and hoping for 

Jesus to come back to them? Was it the promise of success? We 

don’t know.  

But this had happened before, read Luke’s account of the calling 

of the disciples. So maybe, by the great catch of fish, Peter is 

taken back to his original calling by Jesus, to leave his nets and 

follow him.  So maybe by miracle, memory and story Peter 



recognises the stranger as Jesus. “It is the Lord!” And after all, 

were they not meant to be fishers of men?  

It had to be Peter, a man integral to some of the great stories of 

the gospels who jumps from the boat. He had done this before 

of course, jumping out of a boat in the middle of a storm to walk 

on water towards Jesus! He is at it again! He put on some 

clothes and jumps into the water. This time no need for the 

miracle of water walking, he simply swims ashore, but he needs 

to be first. Maybe that stare of Jesus as he denied him three 

times, still racks him with guilt. As for the others, they come in 

with the boat, making sure they have secured their catch of fish.  

Jesus proves to be a good boy scout for the fire has already 

been set up and he has brought with him some fish and bread of 

his own, but for some reason wants some of the fish they have 

caught. I wonder if they remembered a great gathering where 

5000 were fed with the gift of fish and loaves? Anyway, who 

else but Peter rushes off to get the fish from the nets, and note 

the number of fish, 153, there is no conclusion as to what it 

means; from the total number of known fish in the world at that 

time, to, it is just a big number that would have impressed the 

disciples, assuming of course, that someone had actually 

counted them.  

Do you know anyone like Peter, impulsive, risk taking people of 

faith? I wonder what can we learn from him as we seek to 

faithfully follow Jesus? And during all this activity of Peter, what 

are the other lot doing and thinking? Have they recognised 

Jesus for themselves? Maybe we are a bit more like them, in the 

background, waiting for others to take the lead? The story 

certainly implies that they had recognised Jesus, “None of the 

disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’, because they knew it 

was the Lord.” 

In the Jerusalem room, only Thomas got to touch. Only he got 

physical with Jesus. In the actions of Jesus by the shore line; in 

the words, ‘come and eat’, he is saying to them, the 

resurrection is real. I am here with you, cooking. Let us be those 

disciples and believe! We are not told if Jesus himself ate, he 

might have, but as he broke bread and shared wine in a 

previous upper room, so here, the ‘bread of life’, offers to feed 

them with bread and fish.  

This story is full is full of images that relate back to the life of 

Jesus, connections are made with the past, but it is primarily 

about the future; his mission to the world, and without his help, 

the nets of the disciples would have remained empty! 

If we are to be ‘fishers of men’, then we need to move beyond 

recognition of who Jesus is, yes, we need to be fed by his hand, 

for he is the bread of life’, but then we need follow and act, as 

those first disciples did, based on his resurrection presence in 

our lives, not by touch, but by the Holy Spirit of God. Amen. 

 


