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Can you think of a time when you have been in suspense? You 

have been waiting on something or someone. What did it feel 

like? What were the emotions? Share the situation with the 

person next to you. 

Picture in your mind the scene of Jesus walking through the 

temple. He is walking in a part of the temple known as 

Solomon’s porch. The kind of place where they might have had 

discussions in the winter. (See picture) Let me step back in time 

for a moment. The original temple was built by King Solomon in 

the heyday of the nation of Israel around 1000 BC. It was 

destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC, after which the people 

in the southern kingdom of Judah were taken into exile. In the 

6
th

 century BC the second temple was built by the returning 

exiles and it was not nearly as grand as the original. This story is 

set against the background of the feast that remembered the 

rededication of the temple after its desecration by Antiochus 

Epiphanes in 168 BC, and finally it was renovated around 20 BC 

by Herod the Great. (Western wall / Wailing Wall is part of that) 

That is an image of Herod’s temple on the screen. It was finally 

destroyed by the Romans, after a Jewish revolt in AD 70. 

The Jerusalem Temple was the home of the Jewish faith. 

Originally God wandered with Moses and his people in a tent, 

known as the tent of meeting, and it after King David made 

Jerusalem his capital, plans were made to build a temple for the 

God of the Israelites. Planned in the reign of King David, but not 

built till during the reign of his son, King Solomon. It was almost 

as if this was where God himself lived. That was how the temple 

was understood, and once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the 

High Priest would enter the inner sanctuary, known as the Holy 

of Holies, to offer sacrifice on behalf of the people of God. Now 

they knew that God could not be contained within stone and 

work of human hands, but if God did reside there, they thought 

Jerusalem could never be destroyed. That of course turned out 

to be untrue. So this was a holy place, yet also the same place 

where Jesus had driven out the money changers. 

That’s the context and the background, to the question. “How 

long are you going to keep us in suspense? Tell us the plain 

truth: are you the messiah?” It is as if they are saying to Jesus, 

no more messing around, no more images or parables, give us 

the plain truth, yes or no! For some, the anticipation of who he 

might be, was all too much and it seems to be getting to them. I 

have no doubt that for some the thought of Jesus being the 

Messiah would be very worrying, is he trying to say that the 

present shepherds of Israel, the religious establishment, the 

Pharisees have not done their job? That is a direct accusation 

and challenge to authority; others would be trying to trick him 

into an answer that they could use as evidence against him; for 

others a positive response would fill them with hope, as they 

sought new life offered by God, though this man, Jesus of 

Nazareth.  



If you were part of the crowd around Jesus as he walked 

through the temple, with all its history, part of which was a 

promise from God that the Messiah would come and save his 

people, and if you added up all the evidence of Jesus words, 

spoken with such authority, his miracles, his healings, some of 

which you might have witnessed, and the way he challenged the 

religious authorities, what would the verdict be? Messiah, yes or 

no! 

Jesus can be very frustrating! Look at his answer. I have told you 

already, but you have not believed me. Look at what I have 

done; is it not obvious to you? Unplug your ears to what God 

has been saying to you down through the centuries; open your 

eyes to what you have seen me do by the authority of my 

Father. He is clearly saying yes, but, he says to them, you will 

not believe, because you are not one of my sheep. A familiar 

image to them and us, from the more famous passage of John 

10: 1-18. This little story, is almost a summary of that passage 

and they need to be read together. Can you imagine some who 

heard the original image, chasing after Jesus, with their 

unanswered questions? 

I am not sure what analogy / image Jesus would use today. I am 

the good...? What people follow today; trends / fashion / 

celebrity cult / instant communication; I am the good ‘mobile 

phone’!  As the ultimate communicator, Jesus would come up 

with something we would instantly recognise and respond to. 

For these 1
st

 century Palestinian listeners, the image of the 

shepherd was instantly recognisable, something they could 

relate to as they listened to him.  

There is a clear challenge here to those who thought that all 

they had to do was belong to the people of Israel. In other 

words, it was all about birth &history; being a child of Abraham 

was more important than knowing and following God. And just 

in case anyone was in any doubt, Jesus uses the first person in 

his response. My sheep...I know them...I give them eternal 

life...and finishes with a statement that provokes anger in the 

crowd, to the extent they want to stone him for blasphemy. 

“The Father and I are one”.  

This passage is all about our relationship with God, that is the 

‘eternal life’ bit, offered through Jesus, the good shepherd, with 

us as his sheep. Maybe it is because sheep get a bad press, as 

animals with little intelligence that simply follow without 

thought or purpose, we don’t like the idea of being sheep! I 

wonder what animal would we like the image to contain? The 

power of the elephant, the speed of the cheetah, the lion, king 

of the jungle!  

If we have never asked Jesus this question, ‘who are you’, let us 

do it now? If we are asking the question, because we are not 

sure of who he actually is, then let us listen to this unambiguous 

response and believe; yes, he is the Messiah.  And if we know 

the answer, then let us follow him, he goes ahead of us; and 



may we always listen out for the voice of the shepherd, who 

knows each of us by name.  

Jesus said, I am the good shepherd. As the Father knows me and 

I know the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and they 

know me. And I am willing to die for them. (John 10: 14-5) Amen 

  


