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Real love is tough and God’s love is strong. How we use 

language is very important, for if we give the impression that 

love is a weakness, only for the sentimental, then the love of 

God is misunderstood and we should not be surprised that 

many people, and I would suggest in particular young men, will 

say if God is love, then God is not for me.  

I do not find any sentimental love as Jesus struggled to come to 

terms with what God expected of him as he prayed in the 

garden of Gethsemane. Is there any other way, but if not, then 

your will be done. I do not see any weakness in being crucified 

on a cross. This was a man who knew he was facing violence, 

ridicule and execution. Let me be sexist for a moment, I believe 

this is real man stuff! 

The image of God’s love that the church has portrayed does God 

a disservice and says nothing about what Jesus experienced on 

our behalf.  This is not ‘gentle Jesus meek and mild’, this is Jesus 

the man, with a love tough enough and strong enough that 

drove him to do the will of the father.  As the Father has loved 

me so I love you. The question is, is our love strong enough to 

take that love of God to others? A love so tough that Jesus gave 

everything he was, to show the real meaning of love. 

When people get married, one of the things I say to them is that 

love is what will get them through the tough times. That is what 

will hold them together, even if everything else seems to be 

falling apart. Love will be strong enough to bind them together 

and living in that way, mirrors the love of God. 

It is natural for someone who is leaving to give some final 

instructions, so to his disciples Jesus gives this living will, “And 

now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

If you have love 

for one another, then everyone will know that you are my 

disciples.” (John 13: 34-35) And he knew, as Judas left the room, 

there was no going back, his death was now set in motion. 

When Jesus spoke these words about love they were borne out 

of his experience of God. These words are not set in an empty 

meaningless vacuum that sound good, and said to impress, they 

come of his relationship with God, and the disciples would soon 

come to realise the power of these words in the actions of God 

in the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is where the 

glorification comes in. They would come to see and understand 

that in death and resurrection, the glory of God and Jesus are 

linked and are one. To be lifted up on a cross was to reveal the 

real meaning of the love of God.  

Today we live in the world of the ‘sound bite’, the politician 

trying to capture in a few well chosen words, the essence of 

what he is trying to say or to promise. The difference is, Jesus 

put his words into practice. His love is bread and wine on a 



table, broken; his love is being on his knees in prayer in 

Gethsemane, despair; his love is hanging on a cross, pain.  

We might be saying, well that is all very well for God or Jesus 

but what about us, this new commandment to love one 

another, to show this tough love, to demonstrate that the love 

of God is strong and through this love, others will know that we 

are the followers of Jesus.  

Well first of all tough roads are never easy to follow and the 

bible never claims otherwise. So are we prepared for the 

journey ahead to be hard? The second and most important 

point is contained in the words of Jesus, ‘as I have loved you’. As 

Jesus is about to leave his friends, death might separate them, 

but it will be bridged by a love that powers the resurrection. 

This is a tough love that only comes from the actions of God.  

It would have been easy for God to offer forgiveness in a word, 

but God’s love does not act like that! This is not an inner 

strength thing; if we are to have any chance of loving others 

with tough love, then we ourselves must first of all experienced 

the love of God for ourselves, which over-flowing though us and 

from God, allows us to love others. The test is whether we can 

honestly say to ourselves, I love with a strong love the people 

that naturally I do not like or who are my enemies. That is tough 

love. 

Jesus said, what value is there in only loving your friends; that 

was the Old commandant, “do not take revenge on others or 

continue to hate them, but love your neighbours as you love 

yourself. I am the LORD.” [Lev.18:18] 

Anyone can do that, my kind of love means loving even your 

enemies.  That is tough love.  To be able to forgive someone 

who has grievously harmed you or someone you love. That is 

tough love. If we can do that, then love has come from outwith 

ourselves and demonstrates that Christ is in us and we are in 

him.  

As a congregation are we known for our tough love? That no 

matter what someone has done, or said or looks like or that 

their lifestyle or values are different from ours; we will offer to 

them the strong love of God?  

Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me so I love you.” “As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another.” Amen. 

 


