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I am not sure where you begin with these five verses from 

Romans. It is one of those passages of Paul, packed full of 

theology, it is bursting to the point of overflowing with so many 

of the key words of Christian faith; it is one of the great pieces 

of biblical writing that inspires and over whelms all at the same 

time.  

The context is very different from ours; we don’t live in 1
st

 

century Rome within touching distance of the events of Christ 

and as the early church is forming. Written in early days of faith, 

these were exciting times, but let us imagine that Paul is writing 

to us.  

In a sentence, it is all about our relationship with God, yet open 

the box, unpack these words and they explode with meaning. 

Paul is writing to Christians in Rome and makes the point they 

have now been put right with God by faith. He says, that is a fact 

and that is where the journey with God begins.  

For Paul, this starting point is vital. The recipients of his letter 

are those who have faith in Jesus Christ, and as a result of that, 

have his peace. Remember, these words are written by a man 

who initially set out to destroy the followers of Jesus, who met 

him on the Damascus road and became the greatest of all 

evangelists. How ironic are these words! And, his listeners, living 

in Rome, might have had, or would in the future have, their 

peace disturbed by persecution precisely because of their faith 

in Christ.  

What is faith? “To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope 

for, to be certain of the things we cannot see.” (Hebrews 11:1) 

To have faith is to believe without the experience of Thomas 

who touched the body of the risen Christ. Jesus said, “How 

happy are those who believe without seeing me”. (John 20: 29) 

Now Paul fully believed he had seen Jesus on the Damascus 

road, yet he knows that faith is far greater than that or any 

physical experience! 

What is peace? It is God’s shalom. It is to be one with God’s 

creation, one with God, one with Christ and with each other. 

Peace is therefore not in a real sense about how we feel, it is all 

about relationships to be enjoyed. What were those words of 

Jesus, “Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I 

give you. I do not give it as the world does.” (John 14: 27) 

We alone will know if that experience is ours. To be touched by 

God and not the other way around. The experience of being 

right with him, reconciled to him, that echo’s across the 

centuries from Rome to Kirkcaldy, given by God. The 

Presbyterian faith has often been associated with the rational 

mind and what we believe, but faith, peace and grace are far 

deeper things. They are the experience of God in our lives. 



Yet if we live in faith, we do so because we do not deserve it. In 

other words, faith is not something to be earned. It is not about 

what we do. It is not about the practice of religion. It is not 

given because we are good enough. Grace is about precisely the 

opposite. These things are given, faith and peace, but they are 

not deserved. So there is nothing for us to boast about says 

Paul, except the hope of sharing God’s glory, now and to come. 

Faith is a funny thing. It is about living in the moment, the now. 

Jesus said, tomorrow will have enough troubles of its own. So 

can we give God 100% of what we are doing right now? We find 

that hard, minds wander. Paul even says we are to boast about 

our troubles, for somehow they are intertwined with hope and 

an anticipation of what is to come.  We find that hard, for we 

struggle with our present difficulties, challenges and change.  

It is maybe only with hindsight, as we look back over our lives, 

and in particular, the really difficult moments that we see the 

hand of God, and how he has enabled us, not just to survive, but 

how he has moulded us and developed us as people. The 

greatest example is of course Christ himself. Take up your cross, 

he said. There is not greater symbol of affliction and faith. 

And it is out of our faith, given by God, and out of his peace, 

given by Christ, we are able to endure, and endurance brings 

hope. Hope that God was there all the time, even if we did not 

think so. His footsteps in the sand, carrying us and offering us 

hope for the future.  

Paul says that all of this experience of God will not disappoint. 

We might not feel like that at the moment, because life is tough. 

God knows that, but his love is that which does not take 

troubles away, but supports us through them. Paul said to the 

church at Corinth, you will not be tested beyond that which you 

can endure. (1
st

 Corinthians 10:13) Can we see this as part of 

God’ gift of his love to us, always there and always will be. It 

does not explain why the hard things of life happen, and I do 

wonder why God would wish to test people in such a way.  

Let me finish with this image. Imagine a glacier winding its way 

down the mountain side. When Anne and I visited NZ we went 

to Fox glacier which is 300 m deep. This morning we have 

walked out onto the surface of that glacier and we have run our 

fingers over its surface and we have hardly made a mark. Not 

only does that image convey the depth of this passage, it also 

gives a picture of how high, how wide and how deep is the love 

of God, who offers his faith, the inner peace of his Son Jesus 

Christ and a continual and certain hope that comes from the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

  

 


