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Sectarianism is defined as “a narrow-minded adherence to a 

particular sect or party or denomination” and is something we 

would all condemn as having no place in 21
st

 century Scotland. It 

places barriers and causes divisions that can often lead to or can 

be an excuse for violence.  

It was no different in Jesus day. They had no understanding of 

political correctness. So when Jesus and his disciples prepare to 

enter a village in Samaria seeking accommodation; this was the 

fastest route from Galilee to Jerusalem for the Passover, the 

hatred between Jew and Samaritan comes to the surface. If 

Jesus was on his way to the capital of the Jews, then he was not 

welcome here.  

If we were on the receiving end of such sectarian thought, I 

wonder how we would react?  I suspect in some sense, we have 

all been there. Someone has made an unjustifiable accusation 

against us. James and John decide that the best way to respond 

is to call down fire from heaven! After all that is what Elijah did 

at Mount Carmel. Who did they expect was going to do this, 

Jesus? Did they really think this was possible? Yet, in our minds 

and hearts we have done exactly that. The language would have 

been different, but the sentiment would have been exactly the 

same! We’ll show them! You can’t treat us like that. Before you 

know it you have entered into a spiral of hatred and violence. 

Jesus response is very different. He rebukes the disciples and 

moves on. His journey to Jerusalem is far more important than 

this dispute with a Samaritan village.  What awaits him in 

Jerusalem is uppermost in Jesus mind. It is about knowing 

where you are going and for what purpose. It is easy to be 

distracted from the real vision and that is the challenge for us as 

a congregation. On our spiritual journey, walking with Christ, 

which way does he lead? Do we get distracted on the journey 

with things that are not important? I think we do. 

The theme of journey continues and you can imagine people 

coming up to Jesus and saying, ‘I am going to follow you’. And 

Jesus, knowing where he is going, says, it is not that simple. I am 

a nomad. No home, no security, totally dependent on others, is 

that the kind of lifestyle you want and it is no different for us 

today? I wonder if we set the bar of discipleship too low?  

 He says to another man, maybe just randomly chosen from the 

crowd. I don’t know. Was he is on the edge or the fringe of the 

crowd tentively following Jesus or was he actually looking for 

Jesus to choose him. Either way, I suspect he was probably 

taken by surprise by the directness of the question. ‘You, follow 

me”.  

We all have our excuses. We can always think of some reason 

for not doing something. Had this man’s father really just died? 

If so, it is surprising that he is there.  Another explanation is that 

after a year the bones were reburied in a special box in the wall 



of the tomb. That might have been the basis of his request. Or 

was it simply a delaying tactic? The father was not dead, but 

once he was, this man would then come and follow Jesus. But 

Jesus is saying the time to act is now! Tomorrow will be too late; 

you will have changed your mind. We will never know, but 

Jesus’ reply is uncompromising and radical. “Let the dead bury 

their own dead. You go and proclaim the Kingdom of God”.  In 

Jewish tradition, it was important to honour your father and 

your mother, but for Jesus the reason for the journey is more 

important.  Without it, there will be no Kingdom of God.  

Was his language to prove a point? God is saying to us, love the 

lord your God and there is nothing more important than the 

Kingdom of God. What is the use, he says, if you get distracted 

from the journey or the task. If you start to plough, don’t keep 

looking back, your furrow will go all crooked. If you start the 

journey, keep on to the end. You can’t keep looking back to the 

past. Our walk with Christ is in the here and now. In this, Jesus is 

being more radical than the prophet Elijah who allowed Elisha 

to bid fare well to his family. We do not know if these men ever 

joined Jesus on the journey.  

We have made these same excuses. It is too hard. There was 

something else to do. We’ll do it, but later. So we depart from 

the journey. It is just as well that Jesus made that journey to 

Jerusalem, for it means that he will welcome us to his side at 

any time. No matter the distractions or the excuses.  

The Christian life changes our priorities, there is no doubt about 

that, but I think our love for God strengthens and fulfils our own 

love for family and friends and enables us to love even our 

enemies. In God’s love there can be no sectarianism. There are 

no boundaries. There are no barriers.  

It does not mean that people will always accept the Kingdom of 

God, there will always be those Samaritan villages, but in spite 

of these setbacks, God challenges us to see a vision that is the 

Kingdom of God and to journey with Christ, not to take God into 

our neighbourhoods, he is already there, but to join him and to 

work with him, to break down the barriers that divide, for that is 

what love is all about. Amen. 

 

 


