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I want you to think for a moment of those times when you know 

something is going to happen, but you are still unprepared for 

it. That moment in the film which still takes you by surprise. You 

know it is going to happen. The music is building up to it. You 

can feel the suspense, the director has created the atmosphere, 

but you still get a fright when it happens! And what a letdown, if 

it doesn’t happen, so you sit back and relax, then after a period 

of time, the unexpected happens. Your defences are down and 

the shock is all the more acute. You were no longer ready. 

I am not one for fare ground rides, but if you are, maybe you are 

a fan of the Links market; you can anticipate the sensation that 

is to come when you climb aboard, you can see what is coming, 

but it still takes your breath away when the drop happens. If 

you are like me, at that moment you just want to get off. What 

if you never left the ground? You look around, wondering what 

has happened. Has it broken down, and just when you least 

expect it. Off it goes and you are unprepared. 

You are waiting for your visitors, you know they are coming, 

because you have invited them, you look at your watch, they 

are a bit late, you wonder, are they coming, so you begin to do 

something else, your mind moves onto other things, and then 

when the door bell goes, you jump out of your skin! 

 

 

Waiting is a funny thing. Wait long enough and you get 

distracted. The early anticipation goes and you wonder if the 

event is ever going to happen. Your mind set changes, from the 

immediate to an unspecified future. 

The early followers of Jesus were convinced that after his death, 

Jesus would return within their lifetime. That is how they 

interpreted his words. They would not have to wait long. There 

was therefore an eager expectation of his return, however; as 

time passed and the promise lay unfulfilled, that readiness 

waned. They lost their sense of urgency, and they had to try and 

explain this, in other ways.  

After 2000 years we are still waiting. I believe the church has 

lost its sense of urgency. We no longer wait with a sense of 

anticipation for this promise to be fulfilled and that takes the 

‘edge’ of our mission. It can wait for another day and if Jesus is 

not going to return in our life time, then why should we bother 

at all. So we have lapsed into a ‘non-immediate’ pattern of faith 

and our waiting no longer has a sense of urgency and our 

witness is no longer pro active.  

Jesus uses two images to put over his point; the servants who 

are waiting for their master to return from a wedding feast and 

the thief who breaks into the house at night. The master is glad 

when his servants are alert to his return, now remember 



weddings lasted 7 days, but they are ready, dressed for action 

(working clothes on), their torches are lit, and so as soon as the 

master returns the door is opened. They are prepared. They are 

asked to sit down and are waited on by the master himself, an 

image offensive at the time. Masters did not serve their 

servants, but it is how Jesus will serve the faithful, as he would 

wash their feet.  Jesus is that master. In the second image, the 

owner ready to catch the thief; because he knew the time the 

thief would come. Jesus is that thief, ready to come at a time 

when we least expect. We have here, two totally unexpected 

images of Jesus, as the master who serves and the thief who 

comes at night. 

The imagery is clear. As servants, are we alert, ready to open 

the door or are we asleep? As owners of the house, are we 

ready for the thief who might come in the middle of the night? 

After 2000 years, the return of Jesus is one of the great 

unfulfilled promises of scripture. I have no idea how and when 

this will happen, but that is exactly the point!  

These parables are about waiting, for an event that could 

happen at any time. If we knew the time, then there is the 

temptation to get ready at the last possible moment. If think it 

will happen in the next instant, we will just sit back and wait. 

There is nothing else to do. There is too little time. Too far into 

the future; we will leave it for another day.  Jesus is here 

seeking to create a sense of urgency and expectation and does 

the church today not need a sense of urgency and expectation? 

Let me put this thought to you, I wonder if it really matters 

whether Christ returns or not? The important thing is, he might. 

And maybe in the coming of the spirit he has already. That time 

described by Willie Barclay as, “eternity invading time”, which 

we believe happens at the moment of death and is what 

resurrection is all about. “Eternity invading time”.  

This sense of urgency is to keep in mind the command of Christ, 

to ‘Seek first the Kingdom of God’, at all times. For when the 

Kingdom comes, the work of the church will be finished. So our 

challenge, as disciples, is to keep alert and do the work of God, 

with a sense of urgency and expectation. We need always, a 

watchful or wakeful conscience for God. 

Waiting is a funny thing, but importantly for us, it should be 

active, alert for the work of God, and not distracted by other 

priorities or passive, where we are asleep on the job.   

Last week we talked about what it meant to be truly rich and 

how that related to seeking the Kingdom of God, being ‘rich in 

God’s eyes’. These parables expand our horizon and add to the 

bigger picture, of how God wishes us to live. That is our 

challenge, as servants of the master and owners of the house. 

Are we ready? Amen.  

 


