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“I’m like a shark, right at the top of the food chain. I take what I 

want, when I want. I truly am the reflection of perfection” 

(quote, apprentice contestant) I can imagine this person 

entering the wedding feast, as described by Jesus, and deciding 

they were important enough to sit in one of the best seats, and 

then look round and say, “I am in the right place. This is my seat. 

I am good enough to sit here”. 

Not far behind would be this person. “I have the energy of a 

Duracell bunny; the sex appeal of Jessica Rabbit (had to look her 

up – Disney character!) and a brain like Einstein.” Another 

Apprentice contestant sits in one of the good seats.  

Jesus had been looking around to see what was happening; this 

is an observational parable; as guests entered the wedding 

feast, some were choosing the best places. This parable is one 

about humility, based on the principle of Proverbs 25: 6-7. 

Better to be asked by the host, say Jesus, to a better place, than 

have the humiliation and embarrassment of being asked to 

move to the lowest place.  

The narrative that we can place alongside this parable, and 

words which can explain not just the meaning of humility, but 

gives us the ultimate example, who is Jesus, can be found in the 

book of Philippians chapter 2.  

“Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire 

to boast, but be humble toward one another, always considering 

others better than yourselves. And look out for one another's 

interests, not just for your own. The attitude you should have is 

the one that Christ Jesus had: 

He always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by 

force he should try to remain
 
equal with God. Instead of this, of 

his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a 

servant. He became like a human being and appeared in human 

likeness. He was humble and walked the path of obedience all 

the way to death—his death on the cross.” (2: 3-8) 

If you look up the dictionary, Humility;  to have a modest 

opinion or estimate of one's own importance or rank and who 

could be more important than the Son of God? Have you ever 

considered the concept, of God and humanity being equal? 

Creator and Created, potter and clay.  Is that not what 

happened in Jesus Christ? In the moment of God towards us, 

God always takes the initiative; he took the lowest seat that we 

might be raised up to the highest position! “For everyone who 

makes himself great will be humbled, and everyone who 

humbles himself will be made great.” (v11) 

We know the world does not work like that! So often we are 

driven, not by humility, but by a sense of our own achievement. 

For some it is a position of status, or maybe the trappings of 

power or the security of possessions. How often in life have we 

raced to make sure we have been sitting on the best seats at the 



wedding feast. What a shock to find that these seats are not 

ours, but in the power of the host, have been given to someone 

else. 

The world of the host is then turned upside down. We move 

from social status to the needs of others. Jesus says, do not 

invite your friends or family or that rich neighbour. Invite those 

who can’t invite you back! There is a challenge for us, and for 

the church. Literally it would be good to do, but that is not the 

meaning of the passage. The image of the feast is an image 

often used of the Kingdom of God. So when we get to heaven 

(whatever that might look like), we might be shocked at who 

God has invited! ‘I didn’t expect to find you here’, as they look a 

bit taken aback, at seeing us! 

For Jesus it was always about the poor, the crippled, the lame 

and the blind. In the synagogue at Nazareth he said, “The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the 

oppressed.” (Luke 4:18) Did he not say to John the Baptist, when 

you see these things happening, you know the time is right, the 

Messiah is here and the Kingdom of God has arrived.  

Here is the wedding feast in the Kingdom of God, filled with 

people you would ever expect to find in the best seats in the 

house. But for them, God gives the intimate upgrade. It is 

always God who invites.  

This year marks the 50
th

 anniversary of Martin Luther King’s 

famous; I have a dream speech, given in Washington DC, to 

many who were occupying the lowest places in American 

society, because of racial inequality. There have been times in 

human history, when such people have come to the fore and 

put the words of Jesus into practice, in such a way that the 

world’s attention is caught, and frozen in that moment of time 

in 1963, the world took notice. Inequality continues, but the 

point was made, and continues to be made, as people continue 

to seek justice today. The speech ends like this: 

“From every mountainside, let freedom ring. And when this 

happens, and when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it 

ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and 

every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's 

children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 

Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in 

the words of the old Negro spiritual: Free at last! Free at last! 

Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” 

How good it will be, when God says to us, come and take a 

higher place. How good it will be for us, when God says, you are 

invited to the feast. How good it will be, when we are blessed by 

the God who is humility, and Jesus says to us, I have come that 

you might have life, life in all its fullness; you are free, go in 

peace. Amen. 

 

 


