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How would you feel when the miracle happened? For many a 

long year you have suffered through illness, isolating yourself 

from normal life; you have seen other people go about their 

business, but you have not been able to join in. A barrier stands 

in front of you, whereby other people see you as different.  

Difference comes in many forms; race, religion, colour, health or 

age, for these ten men who encountered Jesus on his journey, 

they suffered from a dreaded skin disease, most probably 

leprosy and so would be classed as ‘unclean’.  

“If you have a dreaded skin disease, you must wear torn clothes, 

leave your hair uncombed, cover the lower part of your face, and 

call out, “Unclean, unclean!” You remain unclean as long as you 

have the disease, and you must live outside the camp, away 

from others.” (Lev 13: 45-6) 

So normal access to their Jewish religion is prohibited, people 

probably crossed the road to avoid them and they most likely 

lived together in leper colonies.  

Things always happened when Jesus was on a journey. Here he 

is heading to Jerusalem; he is travelling south and is on the 

border between Samaria and Galilee. When the ancient 

kingdom of Israel split after the death of King Solomon in 922 

BC, the northern part was called Israel, with its capital, Samaria 

and the southern part, Judah, with its capital in Jerusalem.  After  

 

Israel was invaded and exiled by the Assyrians in approx 721 BC, 

that part, over time, became known as Samaria and there was 

no love lost between them and the Jews living in Judea. The 

significance of this history becomes important later on in the 

story. But here, because of their collective rejection by society, 

the usual social, racial and religious barrier between Jew and 

Samaritan are broken down. One of the ten is a Samaritan. The 

most northerly part of the kingdom of Israel was Galilee, where 

Jesus and the disciples were born and brought up. So they are 

travelling south, from their home territory, to the capital of 

Judea. 

Things always happen when Jesus is on the journey. Here he 

meets 10 men who have this skin disease. Their cry of pity, and 

because of their condition they stand apart, is met with Jesus 

instruction to go and be examined by the priests. This is miracle 

of command and not touch.  And note, Jesus does not violate 

the law or offend the priests, who would declare them clean 

again. For the Jews, they would need to go to the Temple in 

Jerusalem and offer the appropriate sacrificial rites.  

For me the interesting part of the story that which is omitted; 

the men’s reaction to the instruction of Jesus. As they looked at 

their bodies, did they wonder, is this man mad? Or did they 

recognise something in who Jesus was or what he said that 

made them follow out his instructions in hope and in faith. It 



would have been an interesting conversation to eavesdrop into, 

but since we are not told, we will just have to use our 

imagination.  

In the story, they never get to the priests far off in Jerusalem, 

for the miracle happens as they begin their journey. On the way, 

they are made clean. It happens on their journey. It happens 

when they have taken those first steps of faith. This story has a 

lot to do with trust, at least for the Samaritan. For some of the 

others, it might have been grasping at straws, trying anything to 

be healed! 

For those listening to the story, the sting is in the tale. It is not 

the fact that only one comes back to thank Jesus, we might take 

that almost for granted, the others lost in the moment of 

excitement of their healing, I am assuming they are all healed, 

but, the one person who came back was a Samaritan. Jesus says, 

and this phrase would be ringing in his listener’s ears, “where 

are the other nine?”, the Jews. And the challenge of the story 

gets stronger, for even Jesus recognises that this man is a 

foreigner, who gives thanks to God. He says to him, “Get up and 

go, your faith has made you well!”  In his travels, Jesus used 

similar words to those who were not Jews, but who had shown 

great faith in times of illness and grief.  

Things happen on journeys, and in particular, journeys of faith. 

It is significant to me that the miracle took place on the journey, 

as these ten men were travelling to the priests. If we are 

disciples of Christ, the same holds true for us. Being on the road 

with Jesus is risky. Nothing is guaranteed in advance, because if 

was, it would be all too easy; many would travel such a road, 

and faith would not be required. It is about stepping out in 

anticipation of what will be, just as the river Jordan only parted, 

when the people of Israel put their feet in the water.  

I am wondering if the miracle of healing is only a side story here, 

with the full impact of the story being about who is truly clean 

in the eyes of God, willing to fully commit to a journey with 

Christ.  Jesus is saying that faith and belonging to God is not 

about the people you are born into, but about the family you 

become part of, as you travel the road of hope, faith and risk, 

with Jesus. Will we be “the one”, who always comes back to 

Jesus and says, praise God, for what you have done for me. 

Amen. 

 


