
Bennochy church: 27
th

 October 2013 

There are times we know we are right; is there not, and we 

make sure everyone knows it! We all have our opinions, some 

we hold very dearly, and when we discuss things, we make sure 

other people know our opinions are the ones that matter. No 

matter the argument against our position, no matter that we 

know little about the subject, no matter how untenable, illogical 

or irrational our view is; we are always right! Or is that just me? 

The church has a long history of being right. Our way of 

understanding God and interpreting the bible is the only way, 

and many wars, persecutions and injustices have taken place as 

a result of one part of the church thinking they held the whole 

gospel truth. We can, and we have, backed up any position by 

proving it from some bible texts, usually taken out of context. In 

many ways and in many times and places the history of the 

church has not been pretty! From the wars of the Old 

Testament to today’s conflicts fought in God’s name. I was 

reading recently about the persecution of the Covenanters in 

Scotland during the time known as the “Killing times” in the 17
th

 

century, but many other examples could be given. In many ways 

the history of the church has been a violent one. Being people 

of faith does not make us immune from thinking we have got it 

right.  

The Pharisee goes to the temple to pray, that was the big holy 

place to go to and be seen, hang out with the other holy dudes.  

 

What is interesting; is that the first listeners to this parable 

would not have considered the Pharisees words boastful, he 

was simply thanking God for his piety. The shock for them was, 

that was not the point Jesus wanted to make.  So what does he 

say, listen carefully to his words, because sometimes they are 

our words. I am good guy, not like all these others and 

especially him over there, the, for him it was a tax collector; for 

you, it might be...I will leave you to fill in the blank.  

You can almost hear the disdain in his voice and raising his eyes 

to God as a visible demonstration of his piety. You see God; I do 

all the right things, I fast 2 days a week and he makes sure other 

people see him do it; and I give what I should, and more; add up 

all their tithes and they might give over 20% of income. Who is 

he seeking to impress?  Is he praying, or telling God how good 

he is! We are not like that, are we? If we are being honest, are 

there not times when we act or think just like that.  

The tax collector; well he acknowledges who he is and his 

relationship with God. He stands at a distance, maybe in a 

corner out of sight. His eyes are lowered and as a visible sign of 

his unworthiness, he beats his breast and seeks the forgiveness 

of God. If sometimes we are full of pride, then thank God for 

times when we recognise who we are and come to God 

acknowledging we need his forgiveness. 



The New Testament resounds to the clashes of good and evil, 

right and wrong, pride and humility and often epitomised in 

such people as Pharisee and tax collector. They stand for two 

sides of a divide, stretched in this parable of Jesus to a chasm 

that seemingly cannot be bridged.  These men are extreme 

examples of who is right with God and who is not, and I think 

sometimes we are one and sometimes we are the other. So 

maybe a better image is to say that these two men represent 

two side of the same coin.  

Sometimes the parables of Jesus require a bit of interpretation, 

but here the meaning is absolutely clear. There can be no 

dispute. The follower of Jesus is the person who humbles 

themselves in the presence of God. So apart from once again 

upsetting the religious establishment, and turning on its head 

who they believed were pious and right with God; there is here, 

what might be described, either as a shadow that casts itself 

into the future, from Jesus words to his death in Jerusalem or as 

an echo that rings, for those who will listen, of what is to come, 

at crucifixion, his death as a criminal. And if we are talking about 

humility, let us not forget the form of the birth of the Son of 

God, in the form of a child, totally dependent on his parents. 

That is how God came into the world.   

To deliberately allow ones death, where it could have been 

avoided; that is real power. To know what is to come and your 

means of death and to still say, if it be your will; that is real love. 

To be God and hang on a cross or born in a stable; that is true 

humility. So this parable is not full of empty words, of one who 

says one thing, but does another.  

This is the man who would also say, ‘do this in remembrance of 

me’. These gifts of wine and bread are gifts of power, the power 

of love, the power of justice and the power of one life given for 

many.  Amen. 


