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What would a world of justice for all look like? What would a 

world of compassion for all feel like? If everyone lived as God 

wished them to, what would we see, what would we hear and 

what would our senses be telling us?  

We have never learnt the lessons of history. As we come to 

remember the 100th anniversary of the Great War; the violence 

of the trenches is seen today in the bombed out buildings of 

Homs in Syria; the civil wars of Africa; in the street protests of 

Egypt and Ukraine and the seemingly intractable conflict 

between Israeli and Palestine. For some young people, streets 

and alleyways have become their trenches, protecting their 

territory. A poet once wrote, “History repeats itself. It has to. No 

one ever listens.”  

It seems to me that at the moment anyway, the news is 

dominated by stories of ‘sexual predators’ and violence against 

children. There is a distinct lack of compassion and dignity 

towards others. But it has always been so. Because of instant 

communication, we know the stories almost as soon as they 

happen. Humanity has not actually changed. We are who we 

are. Justice becomes a lust for power, compassion is replaced 

with pride and everyone seems to have their own ‘Gods’.  

The world of the prophet Micah was not any different. He faced 

the same humanity, with all its flaws. But there is a cutting edge 

to his words that must have resonated in the life of the people 

of God. As with many the words of a prophet, they were not 

easy to hear. This passage begins with a courtroom scene; God 

is the judge; Micah is the prosecutor; the mountains, hills and 

the foundations of the earth are the jury and Israel is in the 

dock.  

Before we examine the passage, let’s go back for a moment to 

the world of the prophet Micah. He was a citizen of Jerusalem. 

He was prophet to both Judah in the south and Samaria to the 

North. He lived through the destruction of the northern 

Kingdom in 721 BC and like many of his contemporaries, like 

Amos, he was concerned at a lack of  moral righteousness 

within the nations of Israel and Judah. Just beneath the polished 

veneer of society, he saw a fundamental corruption of justice. 

The powerful exploited the poor, leaders failed in their 

responsibilities and the practice of religion was full of hypocrisy. 

For Micah, there was religious and moral disease afflicting 

society that compelled him to speak out. And for his time, he 

saw it as leading to, not just the collapse of society, but to the 

inevitable destruction of the nations.  

But it should not have been so. As prosecutor, Micah says to his 

people, here is the word of the Lord; remember, from the time 

of Egypt, God has always saved his people. That is the case for 

the prosecution and if proven true, after all they were in no 



position to deny the claims of God, Micah ask, why then, do you 

live the way you do.  

In the words of Micah, it is Israel herself who then asks, “What 

shall I bring to the Lord...when I come to worship him?”  It is if all 

history could be wiped away, with a bit of worship. 

For Israel, worship at the temple in Jerusalem was central to 

their faith. It was their unique response to all that God had done 

for them.  The one true God, had revealed himself through 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He had established a covenant 

relationship with Israel and to no one else; cemented through 

the actions of God in Exodus from Egypt, the law given at Mount 

Sinai and the gift of the Promised Land. For the grace, mercy 

and love of God, for all his blessings shown to them, they were 

to bring their worship. And for centuries they did.  

Yet underneath all the sacrifices they brought to the altar, there 

was an empty void. It was somehow become meaningless. They 

went through the rituals, but there was no justice in the land. 

They could even offer up what was most precious to them, but 

there was no love in what they did. The covenant relationship 

was broken; they no longer lived in humble fellowship with their 

God and their worship was a sham. 

It is easy for the rituals to lose their meaning. It is easy for 

morality to get overtaken by power. That was Jerusalem in the 

days of Micah the prophet.  

If we then jumped into our tardis and landed century’s later in 

Galilee, we would be just in time to hear a preacher who was 

making a name for himself.  What has become known as the 

sermon on the mount could easily summed up in the words of 

Micah; blessed are those whose actions are based on justice, 

blessed are those who love, where no giving is required and no 

action deserved, and blessed are the humble who walk in the 

paths of God.  

And these words of Micah inspired the work of modern day 

heroes like Martin Luther King. He described them as one of the 

“high water marks” of the Old Testament, and “Few notions so 

sublime have been conceived in the whole history of religion.” 

Many tributes were written after the death of Nelson Mandela. 

Here is one, “Nelson Mandela was a man of grace and humility 

whose choices and actions reflected many biblical principles,” 

says United Bible Societies Director General Michael Perreau. 

“He dedicated his life to the pursuit of justice and compassion, 

sacrificing his freedom to do so. We mourn his death but give 

thanks for his life. “For me, Mr Mandela is a wonderful example 

of someone who followed God’s command in Micah 6:8” 

How will we take these words and live them? What is justice in 

our eyes? What is love in our hearts? And what is humility as we 

walk the paths of God? So few words to live by, yet it will take 

more than a life time to live them! Amen 



 

 

 

 

 

 


