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If you watch a film, many of them have as part of their plot line, 

a character, or maybe an organisation who have been lured by 

the power of temptation, to carry out certain acts, from world 

domination, robbery, kidnap to terrorism. At the heart of their 

actions is a lust for power, position, fame or money. To counter 

that, there are always the good guys, who normally, just in the 

nick of time, save the day. Their intentions are portrayed as 

honourable; they seek justice, equality and reconciliation.  

There of course those who get caught up in the plot with no 

intentions to be the hero, but that’s what happens, or, the 

loveable rouge who seems to always end up on the right side of 

the law. 

The reason that movies work is those who watch them, want to 

be part of the story. It takes you out of the mundane and 

ordinary into a fantasy world that you can be part of, even if it 

only lasts a short while. You can be the hero. You can be the 

villain. But back in the real world, we find temptation is actually 

part of our story. We will need to translate for our time and 

culture the words of Genesis, for we live in a very different 

world, with a different understanding of ethics, morality and 

what is seen to be right and wrong.  

I believe for each one of us, eating the fruit of the tree of 

knowledge, as described as part of the Garden of Eden in 

Genesis, will be very different. We might describe it as a “truth 

story”, will resonate with different meanings for us, as we 

experience the reality of life. So we can apply, from where we 

are, this image of choice to the decisions we are making now. 

After all, life is about making our choices and with hindsight we 

probably can look back and acknowledge where we made 

mistakes.  

It seems to me that the choice here in Genesis is significant, so 

its ramifications will be extensive; in the words of Buzz 

Lightyear, they will be “to infinity and beyond”. There are 

choices like that in life, where big temptations come into play, 

making that key decision, and wondering if we have made the 

right or the wrong choice. We are not in the realm of world 

domination; political intrigue or large financial gain, but in spite 

of a smaller scale, the questions and the choices are the same, 

so we find ourselves in the garden or the wilderness of 

temptation. 

What whispers in our ears? The reputation of the snake made it 

a good image for the biblical writer as he sought to portray the 

image of temptation. The little devil on your shoulder who says, 

‘go on, you know you want to!’ And we make all sorts of 

excuses, and say to ourselves, actually it’s all right. We end up 

justifying our actions, to ourselves and anyone else who will 

listen. So we eat of the tree and say, what can possibly go 

wrong?  



The fruit seemed attractive and how wonderful it would be to 

be wise. You will have heard the expression, ‘knowledge is 

power’.  That is the crux of this story, where the understanding 

of wisdom led to less than positive results. 

 The creation of God, the Garden of Eden is all around us. The 

‘truth story’ of Genesis is not a fixed moment in time in the past, 

it is eternity; it is now. We live in a world of choice that has 

effect, not just on ourselves, but on others, from the big picture 

of climate change to the small narrative of our badly chosen 

words.  

Here’s a question; are we tempted by God or do we temp 

ourselves? Maybe both questions have the same answer, the 

serpent in some way represents ourselves; an image of 

humanity. As we view the serpent, we see what lives within us. 

We are all involved in the temptation business. We don’t live in 

a power vacuum, our decisions are never neutral; no one can 

live as an island in the midst of humanity. Sometimes we will 

make decisions based on greed to the detriment of others. 

There will be times when we say to ourselves, this moment is 

ours; it is for no one else. Moments when we know our financial 

gain is someone else’s loss. Are these not all moments of 

temptation, and the snake is any image we want it to be. 

There is only a moment in time, compared to all creation and a 

hairs breath of understanding, between the creation story of 

Genesis and Jesus in the desert, interestingly, the seeming 

aftermath of his baptism. Remember, we celebrated the 

sacrament last week. I understand the baptism of Jesus as a 

declaration of the beginning of the public ministry of Christ, and 

so it seems natural for the temptations of Jesus to follow on. 

We need to sit two things side by side here.  In his position of 

power, and that is how we need to understand it; could Jesus of 

Nazareth, be the man of humility, of justice and of compassion, 

who rejects the temptations of the world? But at the same time 

recognise that Jesus as a man was as powerless as we are, and 

open to temptation. To be tempted is to understand your 

weakness. At any moment you might fail. 

The story in the desert is not about the miraculous, it is about 

humanity, striving to live in this world, with all the choices, 

decisions and questions thrown at us, and still live governed by 

the same principles of Christ. It is all about living as his disciple, 

his follower, in the wilderness of the world that is all around us. 

In the moments of temptation you feel as if you are struggling 

to live in a desert world! 

It is not the details of the temptations that are important; it is 

Christ’s response we need to listen to. The wilderness events of 

life will take place. We will be tempted, but learning from this 

story, what do we see? In the traditional language of the church, 

it says disobedience to God by giving into temptation results in 

sin. The wilderness story of Jesus gives us the other side of the 

story of God. If the stones shout about anything, it is obedience, 



obedience that brings restoration, shalom; oneness with God, 

and forgiveness in and through Jesus Christ. 

Lent is often associated with the wilderness journey. Let us see 

that at the heart of this encounter is not a serpent, as part of a 

world that deceives; but a Son, who gives us his example of 

obedience, as seek the way of God, in a world, full of choices. 

Amen.  

 


