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Have you ever been overlooked or felt you were over looked; 

someone else was chosen, but you felt it should have been you. 

I remember at school when playing football, two people were 

chosen to be the captains, and then they did “tic tack toe” 

(describe) to see who would get first pick, and then they 

alternated who they wanted in their team. You stood there, 

hoping against hope that you were not going to be the last man 

standing, with the captain having no choice but to choose you! 

Job interviews; how were you ever over looked, and when you 

see who was offered the post, you wonder how they got it over 

you. The girl you really fancied, who went off with someone 

else! It is not a good feeling to be over looked. Friends can be 

very cliquey, you feel like an outsider, and it is difficult to break 

into the inner circle; there is a massive sense of rejection and it 

doesn’t do wonders for your self esteem or confidence. You 

begin to wonder, what is wrong with me.  

In the developing nation state of Israel, they needed a new king. 

God is angry with Saul, the present king of Israel, and so tells the 

prophet Samuel to go to Bethlehem, and there he will anoint 

one of the sons of Jesse, to be the future king. Samuel was 

understandably wary. This was a subversive act, going behind 

the back of the king. In those days, royalty had ultimate and 

absolute power. It could cost him his life. It was like being 

dropped behind enemy lines, and if caught, he knew the 

consequences. Like all good spy stories, Samuel needed a cover 

story for his visit, and note this; the biblical writer tells us that 

this cover story comes from God. Say that you are there to offer 

a sacrifice, and invite Jesse and his family to it. Samuel was an 

important man; they would not reject his invitation. It would be 

the party to be seen at. So here is the means for Samuel to be 

able to talk to Jesse without suspicion.  Once there, God would 

reveal the next part of the plot. It is a fascinating story, where 

God uses deception to anoint a new king, deception that he 

himself has organised. I wonder why he felt the need to do it 

this way? What did the biblical writer really want to say? 

Well to begin with, Samuel sees with human eyes, as we do. He 

first spots Eliab and sees, not a future king using Gods eyes, but 

the outward appearance of a man, tall and handsome.  That 

must be him, but his outward appearance is over looked by God 

and is rejected, as God examines, the inner man, his heart. We 

do this all the time, as we judge by what we can see, using 

human eyes, rather than the inner person we need to get to 

know.  (See pictures during ‘young people’ talk of ‘different’ 

people) It is about stripping away the external facade, the masks 

we all wear, and finding out that we share the same inner 

humanity. God did not want Eliab to be king. God examines the 

heart. 

Abinadad, no; Shammah, no; four other sons, no; one by one, all 

these men were rejected by God. I wonder what they were 



thinking, as they were brought to Samuel. I suspect they knew 

Samuel as an important person, but did they have any idea what 

was really going on or just how important this choice was. I have 

not been chosen, but for what?  Did they go away feeling 

rejected, overlooked or just puzzled? And then surprised, as 

Samuel says to Jesse, have you no more sons?  

You see, the youngest hasn’t even been invited to the sacrifice; 

he is out in the fields taking care of the sheep.  Samuel tells 

Jesse that the sacrifice, the cover story for the whole event, will 

not happen until the younger son is brought to him. On seeing 

David, God says to Samuel, that’s him, the future king of Israel. 

So David is anointed, in front of his brothers. It is a kind of 

‘Joseph’ moment, as a younger sibling is chosen and destined 

for great things.  I am pretty certain that the witnesses of this 

ceremony had no idea what was going on. The subversive act, 

required to be kept a secret.  

If you dig into this story, it is a story about being chosen, rather 

than being overlooked. It is not about Eliab’s rejection but about 

David’s calling. The amazing thing is, all of us stand in David’s 

shoes; we have all been called by God, anointed not by prophet, 

but by spirit. That is the point about the encounter between 

Jesus and Nicodemus in John’s gospel; what is offered by God 

comes not by human birth, but by the blessing of the spirit of 

God. For many of us, it has been a quiet calling, with the still 

small voice of God ringing in heart and mind; for many, there 

was no single dramatic act on dusty road or mountain top. But 

none the less, someone has said to us, “there is the one, anoint 

them.”  

 No prophet ever said these words to us; we have never been 

anointed to be king, but we have been chosen by one of royal 

blood, whose name is Jesus. And we are linked with this ancient 

story of anointing through the town of Bethlehem. If David was 

to sit on a throne of splendour as king of Israel, the let us be 

reminded, that the Messiah, our link with this royal dynasty, 

entered the world in a cattle trough, at the back of an inn.  

Jesus would be anointed; in water at his baptism; by spirit in the 

form of a dove and as Messiah; God said, this is my own dear 

son, in whom I am pleased. These words ringing in his ears and 

heart. 

The water of baptism, as a sign and seal of God love is there for 

all of us. The spirit of God is promised to us, and the voice of 

God is there, if only we have ears to listen to his call. Amen. 

 


