
Bennochy church: 27th April 2014 

What kinds of people make speeches today? Best men at 

weddings or I suspect that one group of people who might come 

to mind, are politicians or maybe world leaders; always wanting 

to get their message across on issues they see as crucial to 

domestic or world affairs, maybe choosing a venue that links in 

with their theme; recently, Gordon Brown on the independence 

debate or Barak Obama talking about the situation in Ukraine 

and US relations with Russia. 

There have been some famous speeches down the centuries; I 

have chosen a few – can you identify who said this: (See 

speeches that changed the world; Queen Elizabeth 1 (p.25), 

Abraham Lincoln (p. 48), Winston Churchill (p.90), John F 

Kennedy (p.140), Martin Luther King (p. 148) 

Imagine you were there, witness to this piece of living history. 

Which one would you chose to be at, which words would you 

wish to hear first hand?  For me it would Martin Luther King. 

The power of the oratory; the stirring of the heart; the goose 

bumps, the pride of being one with the crowd, standing in 

agreement with not just the words, but their power to changer 

lives and to live long in history! 

“Listen to these words, fellow-Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a 

man whose divine authority was clearly proven to you by the 

miracles and wonders which God performed through him. You 

yourselves know this, for it happened here among you.” (v22)  

Peter addresses the crowds in Jerusalem and tells them about 

this Jesus of Nazareth, his friend, a man he had journeyed with, 

and listened to over the past three years. He had seen the 

power of healing and miracle.  The fearful disciples are now 

ready and inspired to tell his story, empowered by the spirit of 

God, and this is no ordinary story. Forget warrior queens, 

decisive battles, inspiring leaders and calls for justice and 

equality; this is the story of no less than God himself and of the 

impossible, of resurrection, from death to life.  

Peter does not seek to prove facts but to proclaim them. He 

tells the crowd, you are witnesses to living history; you are part 

of the story of God in action. It unfolded here in this very place, 

events of miracle and wonder, death and resurrection; you are 

part of the greatest story the world has ever known. So don’t 

look so surprised at what I say to you. To you, God has proved 

all this, through Jesus of Nazareth. You remember him, the man, 

crucified as a criminal. Maybe you were there, jeering.  

When you read the speech, it is very clear that not only does 

Peter see all the events of Easter, as part of God’s plan, this is 

how it had to be, but his fellow Israelites stand condemned as 

accessories in the death of Christ. “...Jesus would be handed 

over to you; and you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him.” 

Ignorance is no excuse. Many in Germany made the same claim 



over the Holocaust. The Jerusalem crowd could not hold up 

their hands and say, ‘I wasn’t me!” 

I wonder if they were beginning to feel a bit uncomfortable at 

this point or maybe angry. I think Peter is a brave man to speak 

such words. He has no idea how the crowd react will react? 

There continues to be such brave men and women around the 

world, who say what needs to be said, in spite of the danger to 

their own lives. It is the conviction to make public what you 

know to be true in private and accept the consequences. The 

crowd is fickle, but movements have toppled governments and 

lives have been changed, but in most cases it is never an easy 

journey. The road ahead is still littered with violence, threat and 

instability, but the words still needed to be said and the actions 

taken. “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that 

good men should do nothing.” (Edmund Burke) 

Peter is not finished. The good part of the story is still to come. 

In spite of the actions of the people, death is no longer a 

prisoner, but in Jesus has been released to new life. This is what 

God has done, it is good news, and don’t be surprised about 

how it has all turned out. Peter says, do your research, look at 

your scriptures and see that God has always been in control.  

A good speech writer always makes sure that their words grab 

the listener’s attention with something they can relate to. Peter 

makes his appeal to the Jerusalem crowd by using familiar 

ancient texts. This is the common ground between Peter and 

the crowd. He says, if you don’t believe me, was this not said, 

and by no greater man in all Israel, than King David himself. He 

saw what God was going to do, and you, have the privilege of 

seeing those words fulfilled. The crowd would have made the 

connection, between the promise of God to David, that he 

would be the father of an unbroken line of kings and the royal 

kingship of the messiah. That was part of their story and history 

and who they were.  Peter says, the promise is true, the messiah 

has come. “God has raised this very Jesus from death, and we 

are all witnesses to this fact.” (V32) The mood, the tone of 

Peter’s words is changing. The crowd are being offered a gift 

they do not deserve, the opportunity to become part of the 

miracle story.  

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been part of the crowds 

of Easter. We have once again journeyed with Christ through 

Holy week and have celebrated his resurrection. Let us now 

stand with the Jerusalem crowd and hear again these words;  

“Listen to these words, fellow-Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a 

man whose divine authority was clearly proven to you by the 

miracles and wonders which God performed through him. You 

yourselves know this, for it happened here among you.” (v22)  

We are part of the story of miracle and life. Christ is risen. He is 

risen indeed. Amen 

 


