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Have you ever been caught up in the emotion of the crowd? I 

think, in some way, we have all been there; we have heard the 

great orator, in the midst of fanatical supporters, part of 

worship that touches the soul or music that inspires. We come 

away feeling somehow different or challenged to respond in 

some way.  When the crowd heard the words of Peter, 

especially when he said that they were directly involved in the 

death of the Messiah, they were deeply troubled, something 

had touched their souls deep within, so they said to Peter and 

the other disciples, what are we going to do? A response to God 

was now required.  

Remember, this was no secular society; this was a society with 

God at its heart. This was the very city where God had acted in 

death and resurrection, in power and in new life. A great 

sermon like this in the midst of Kirkcaldy would not have the 

Jerusalem effect! 

We need to be honest and recognise that we don’t always get 

round to doing something in response to the stirring of heart or 

mind. The emotions leave us, they quickly fade and life almost 

gets back to normal. Almost; because something always still 

lingers within us, in some way the echoes of the words remain, 

ready to be ignited at some future occasion. By nature most of 

us are fairly conservative, so if we do respond right away, we 

probably never will; that voice within us that makes us risk  

 

averse, allows the moment to pass, and we might never be part 

of that crowd again.  

Peter had to seize the moment and get the crowd to respond 

right away. Allowing the people to disperse would lose the 

momentum of the occasion. It was now or never. Remember, 

the crowd themselves were asking, what their response should 

be.  

So Peter seizes the moment and doesn’t mince his words. If you 

want to claim the promise of God, here is want you need to do. 

Can we be part of the same crowd, hear his words and make our 

response. It wasn’t all new to them, but they only knew or 

understood part of the story, but in his words, Peter had filled in 

the gaps. Repentance, the idea of turning towards God, with 

echoes of the words of John the Baptist maybe still ringing in 

their ears, and being baptised, these now took on a whole new 

meaning. No longer just for the gentiles wishing to convert to 

Judaism, it was for them, as Jews, it was now for everyone. 

Peter’s declaration of repentance, going beyond the words and 

actions of John the Baptist, needed a response of faith from the 

crowd; all this, says Peter, done in the name of Jesus of 

Nazareth.  

Peter is telling the crowd if you are waiting on the Messiah, as 

the Jews would have been; this was the great expectation of the 



moment; wait no longer, he says, he is here! God‘s picture is 

completed as that key piece is put into place, as a cornerstone 

completes the arch way and gives it strength. So the picture of 

God’s salvation is now completed in Christ and offers 

forgiveness. That is the promise and gift of God. The eternal 

God and Spirit of Jesus given to you.  

Well what do you do, if you were part of the crowd? I am 

wondering if the crowd is still a bit hesitant. Who would be first 

to respond? Most of us don’t want to be first. We look around 

to see what other people are going to do.  Going first, exposes 

you to the crowd. It is a clear public declaration of what you 

think. That movement gives everything away, and so we often 

wait for someone else to respond. The first step forward, the 

first hand in the air; maybe there was in the crowd a tension 

that needed to be broken, by someone responding first. 

Peter turns up the theological rhetoric a bit and adds in a bit of 

urgency to his message! Save yourselves, from this wicked 

generation! Are people looking around and wondering, is this 

the moment for me to respond? The story doesn’t tell us any of 

this, but I like to think that the response of the crowd began 

with a trickle that became a torrent. We are told the number 

was 3000 who were baptised and added to the group of 

disciples. The number itself is not important, God had made 

them ready, there can be no other explanation. But being part 

of the crowd only takes you so far. At some point, we need to 

step out from the safety of the crowd and make a response of 

faith that is visible to all around.   

Being part of the church gives us the strength and 

encouragement of the faith community, but we live life as 

individuals, so our witness must be to step out of the crowd, 

leaving us feeling exposed and vulnerable. But the promise of 

God to us is contained in the words of Peter.  Being by our self, 

stepping out from the crowd, is always in the presence of God.  

I remember that the earliest disciples left the crowd by a 

lakeside, to follow Jesus; others left the crowd as they 

encountered Jesus on the journey and decided to travel with 

him.  

It is the same for us; being part of the community of faith is 

about stepping out and knowing; that God goes ahead of us, 

Christ stands beside us and the spirit lives within. Amen.  


