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I wonder where your favourite place in Scotland is?  Where 

would you go and stand and wonder at the variety, creativity 

and power of the world around us? Would you stand at a loch 

side and view the shimmering water as the sun sets; would it be 

on the top of a hill or mountain casting your eye across the 

unfolding landscape laid out before you, snow clad or full of 

summer colours; what about the sound of waves gently or 

crashing onto the beach, that mesmerising sound mingled with 

the cries of birds overhead and breathtaking views across the 

water. In your mind’s eye, where have you travelled; a quiet 

garden full of colour or a place full of trees changing to reds and 

yellows at autumn? Share with someone round about you.  

I often take myself back to a place in Shetland, a sand tombolo 

that links the main island to St Ninian’s isle. You can walk across 

on sand with the water approaching you on both sides (have a 

picture on screen) As we immerse ourselves in such places, have 

we not wondered as the psalmist did, “O Lord our God, your 

greatness is seen in all the world” (Psalm 8:1) & “When I 

consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 

the stars, which you have set in place,  what is mankind that you 

are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?” 

(Psalm 8: 3-4) 

 

 

This is traditionally Trinity Sunday, so what has the creation to 

do with the Trinity. The answer is a simple one; we are told in 

scripture that all parts of the Trinity were involved in the whole 

of creation.  

The bible begins with a very simple but powerful statement, 

God created the universe, but he was not alone; within the 

Trinity God is never alone; the spirit of God was moving over the 

water creating order out of chaos. Is that not what we ask God 

to do in our lives, to bring a sense of peace and understanding, 

especially through life’s tough moments and those difficult 

choices we often have to make. Does this image not say to us, 

that no matter the realities of the world we live in, and our 

experiences, God is ultimately in control,  even if it does not feel 

like that to us at any given moment in time. And then in John’s 

gospel, disconnected in time, but completing our picture of the 

unity of God, we read these words, “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were 

made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” In 

other words, being immersed in, and, being part of creation, it 

speaks to us of all aspects of God.  

The bible brings us back down to earth; from the great 

statement of the psalmist that we, in all creation, are just lower 

than the angels; it also says, that we cannot look at the world 



from the outside, because we ourselves are part of creation. 

God is the potter, and we are part of his clay. So when we look, 

we see that of which we are a part.  

If our role in creation is in any way a special one, we have not 

made a very good job of it; from violence to pollution, from 

greed to poverty; from abuses of power to disrespect and 

inhumanity; we have failed to live up to our role in creation. If 

God has indeed, out of love, created a world for humankind to 

live in, we have paid him back in ways that make a mockery of 

the words of the Psalmist, “You have made them a little lower 

than the angels and crowned them with glory and honour. You 

made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put 

everything under their feet.”  

It was Paul who penned the words that God is obvious in and 

through his creation. “For since the creation of the world God’s 

invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 

been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 

so that people are without excuse.”  So when we look at the 

world what or who do we see? The evolutionary hand of God, 

that science is seeking to understand; science that in its work is 

actually revealing more and more of the complexity of nature. 

This I think does not deny God, but may actually reveal more 

about who he is. In a way, creating not parallel lines of scientific 

fact and spiritual revelation that never meet, but strands that 

intertwine, like the stands of a rope, making the unity of the 

rope all the more stronger. In creation, do we see the power of 

the invisible presence of God, modelled on and brought into 

being, by love? 

Love is the key to understanding creation, because as God is 

love, and love is the energy that holds the Trinity together; so 

God continues to express that eternal love in all creation and 

through our lives. God can do no less, and no more.  

The story of Genesis is an imaginative story, for it challenges us 

to imagine the world as it is being created; in big bang or seven 

days it does not matter, for God is not limited by our human 

understanding of time. God says to us, let me take you back to 

the beginning of history, not the beginning God, but just when 

our world comes into his story, and see with Gods eyes, his 

hands at work in the crafting of creation; his spirit at work in 

power, bringing order out of chaos and the Word made flesh, 

completing the Trinity of God, and loving the world, and us, into 

being. Amen 


