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I want you to imagine that you find yourself in a really difficult 

situation, and you are there because you have put your trust in 

someone else. I want to ask this question; when the going gets 

tough, what is a legitimate response to make; to keep the faith 

without question or to put that person to the test? What would 

you do? I think our natural instinct is to challenge the person or 

persons who we see as the decision makers. Where are we 

going with this? It’s not working out. The easy option is to 

complain and not accept that we all have our own 

responsibilities in seeking the right way forward. 

Moses had been given the authority of leadership in his 

encounter with God at the burning bush and he had many 

people following him. You cannot be a leader if no one is 

following. Leadership is by consent of the people.  He did not 

want leadership and I am sure that many of the people, who left 

Egypt, had no time for him. He wasn’t really one of them, with 

his privileged upbringing and after all, he had not experienced 

life as a slave as they had.  

It was one of those situations, if everything was going well, the 

people followed; it was good to leave Egypt and slavery, but as 

soon as they hit problems, all the complaints started to pour 

out. For all the riches in the world, I would not want to be 

Moses.  

 

Exodus 17 gives us just one example of the complaints of the 

people against Moses. The one thing you need in a desert is 

water. In the desert thirst is a continual experience. They must 

have been running low. “Give us water to drink”, they 

demanded. You brought us out here. Did you do that just to kill 

us and our children and our live stock? We have here a 

demonstration in the desert and what was Moses going to do, 

magic water out of a rock!  

Let’s be clear about one thing, the situation was serious. What is 

interesting is Moses response. It was not, I know you are 

suffering and we do need to find water or we will die. Instead he 

challenges their faith and trust in God. Do you not think that 

God knows all this? Do you not believe that God will provide? 

Have you already forgotten the miracles that released you from 

slavery, or the crossing of the Reed Sea or the manna and the 

quails that supplied your need? Jesus often challenged his 

disciples in the same way, over their lack of trust in God and we 

ourselves often fail to remember just how God has provided for 

us in the past and the next crisis causes us amnesia of faith. The 

people had forgotten and Moses says to them, why are you 

putting God to the test? 

This is not a story of miracle; it is a story of a lack of faith. It does 

not matter how the miracle happened and how water was 

provided, what the writer is saying is this, the human condition 



quickly forgets God when the next crisis hits. In this story, the 

complaints are all about them, the people. We can sympathize 

and acknowledge that we would probably do the same in their 

situation, but the story points beyond us, to God.  

The situation was really serious for Moses. This was no peaceful 

protest; we are told that they were ready to stone him. This was 

both a clear rejection of his leadership and a rejection of God 

who had sent him. So in the midst of the crisis Moses comes to 

God in prayer. What am I going to do with these people, he 

asks? God knew the situation had to be resolved and water 

would need to provided. In an ideal world the people would 

have had the faith and the patience to wait and to trust in God 

to provide the water antway. But life is not like that, in the 

midst of crisis, our human nature often turns to protest and 

complaint. There are many situations where that response is 

legitimate and the power of the people is needed to overturn 

injustice and violence, but that is not the point of this story. 

God was up to the test and in the presence of the leaders of the 

people, water is provided by the striking of a rock. Apart from 

providing a response to their thirst, this miracle continued to 

legitimise Moses leadership, because the crisis had been 

averted, till the next time. And, the faith of the people had been 

challenged, because it was not Moses who provided the water, 

but God. God had provided. This was a crisis of faith as much as 

anything else. I do wonder what had they learnt from this 

experience. They were building up accumulative experiences of 

God, but I wonder when would they get to the point, on their 

journey of faith into the unknown, that they would truly trust 

God to provide?  

I think we can build up a reservoir of trust in our own walk with 

God.  If God has provided for us in the past, will he not do it 

again in the future? God does not abandon his people.  Yes, 

there are times when we are running on empty. The spiritual 

tank is low and it is at those moments that we put God to the 

test. And like the psalmists of old, we will take our complaints to 

God and our anger against God. But God is up for the test and 

will respond in a way that can only be described as a miracle.  

God’s love is big enough; he can take the testing of our pain and 

suffering 

God’s love is strong enough; he can take the testing of our 

anxiety and worry 

God’s love is wide enough; he can take the testing of our 

uncertainty and doubt.  

A woman met Jesus by a well and he offered her the water of 

life; living water that replenishes the soul, and which enables us 

to continue on the pilgrim journey of faith. He is that water 

from the rock and he will always provide. 

Amen 


