
Bennochy church: 23rd November 2014 

As moderator of Kirkcaldy presbytery I was asked recently to 

contribute to an article that appeared in the Fife Free Press on 

Food banks. After I agreed to write it, I then wondered, how do I 

put over what I want to say, about social justice, without coming 

across as being too political? If you have read the article, you 

can let me know if I succeeded! 

A few years back I was having a conversation with John Swinton, 

Practical theology professor at Aberdeen University and he used 

a phrase that came back to me when I was thinking about the 

words of Jesus in Matthew 25. The context of our discussion 

was about the pastoral care of people with learning disabilities. 

He said, if you look at another human being, especially those 

who are ‘different’ from us, do you see ‘the face of Christ’? I 

think that is what Matthew 25 is all about. Hard as it is, the man 

with his dog, sitting under a blanket down the High street, is the 

face of Christ. The family who seeks food from the food bank 

are the faces of Christ. The couple who have lost their home and 

seek refuge in a hostel have the face of Jesus. 

It is far easier when people in need cannot look at us face to 

face. It is easier to give to Pudsey for children and Band Aid for 

Ebola. It is certainly easier to read out our card number than it is 

to face someone eye to eye.  

 

 

We are part of a world of the hungry, the naked and the thirsty. 

In our society today, hospitality is a lost art, prison is a world 

apart from our life experience and loneliness is an epidemic; 

people can be ill, and even die in their homes, without anyone 

else knowing or caring. 

The love of Matthew 25 is no easier than loving our enemies; it 

demonstrates anew the length, depth and height of the love of 

God. What makes it so difficult for us is this; these realities are 

the everyday life experiences of the world in which we live, 

maybe not for us personally, at this moment, but we share a 

common journey of humanity with friend, stranger and enemy. 

God wants us to link arms with those who are ‘different’ from 

us. It is not easy to do; it takes us out of our comfort zone. But 

love often does that. Many who need help and support today, 

are actually embarrassed to ask for it (Food banks). We cannot 

deny these realities, what matters, is how we respond. 

This is Jesus at his most political; but it is a politics of 

compassion. It is love in action. There is a direct link here 

between how we live and God’s blessing or rejection. That 

makes Jesus words very tough, but note, they are not based on 

a theological analysis of what we believe, our trust in God in 

seen in how we offer love to the faces of Christ, sometimes 

recognised, but often distorted by poverty, illness or isolation. 



Recognition comes by love, the love of God, a love so high it can 

offer  forgiveness to the enemy; so wide it can embrace the 

unlovable and so deep it will seek compassion because that is 

who God is. If we deny that reality, we deny God. 

It is clear in this passage that those described as righteous, did 

not recognise the face of Christ in those they helped. Their 

action was enough.  

Our values, ethics, our morality will always seep through into 

our actions. They cannot remain hidden, because deep within us 

is our faith in God and God’s love for others. That does not 

make it easy. We should not expect it to be. To offer help is to 

engage with the other, whose lifestyle will be very different 

from ours, their choices will not be our choices, but God asks us 

to love and not to judge, to cross the street and not pass by on 

the other side. 

The church has a good record of compassion, from the work of 

Crossreach to the thousands who volunteer in charities and 

organisation; in the church and in their local communities. Just 

one example is the Perth Prison Visitors Support & Advice Centre 

run by Crossreach. ( http://www.crossreach.org.uk/perth-

prison-visitors-support-advice-centre)  

I just get the feeling that God wants us to stretch our love that 

bit more. To take us out of the comfort zone of only family and 

friends, to welcome the stranger and to reach out to those who 

are not like us. If the state has a sense of duty to provide care, 

we have a God given obligation to love and we can put our 

finger on that love; the love of Bethlehem’s incarnation and 

Easter’s cross. 

What if we were not the provider of care. How would we wish 

to receive the compassion of others and the love of God? 

Without obligation, we would wish one of the righteous, to 

recognise in each and every one of us, the face of Christ. Amen. 
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