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Not everyone can play the leading role in the movie. For any 

story you need a good supporting cast. The events surrounding 

the birth of Jesus 2000 years ago, in Palestine, were no 

different.   

In the narrative of the nativity, cast in a central role but with no 

real part to play, is a man named Joseph. Who wants to be 

Joseph, who can't even play the part of a real man. He is not the 

father of the child of the story. Someone else has taken on that 

role..., God. All that is left to him is to take the shame of the 

pregnant and unmarried Mary. In spite of the wagging tongues 

and the pointing fingers, it is indeed honourable, on his part, 

that he takes Mary to Bethlehem, finds somewhere to stay and 

is by her side at the child's birth and we must assume,  took on 

the role as Jesus human father. His only comfort is his dreams, 

in which an angel appears and says to him, do not be afraid, this 

is all God's work.  

Have we ever played such a role; the blame for what is 

happening is down to someone else and knowing we have done 

nothing wrong, we do not protest our innocence, at least not in 

public, and we made sure the task is finished. Does God still 

speak in dreams? I don't know;  but surely there have been 

times when we have faced uncertainty in life with a sense of 

calm or faced fear, with a deep feeling of peace . Something else 

is going on, we can't put our finger on it; but where did that 

courage come from? Someone else..., even if we do not name 

the divine, God might just be involved. 

Angels are simply messengers. Let us imagine a messenger from 

God who has no wings, running up the Bethlehem hillside to the 

shepherds and sharing with them a rumour he has heard. You 

know the old story of God 's special one promised long ago 

called the Messiah, well I have heard he has been born this 

night in Bethlehem of all places! The shepherds are probably 

sceptical, but it does no harm to go and find out what has really 

happened. Let's check it out anyway. God has lots of different 

messengers, including ourselves; often we hear their words but 

we not see who they are and who is really speaking. Tonight we 

have gathered from the hillsides, God has spoken to us in some 

way, and we are here to find out what has happened in 

Bethlehem.  

It might seem plain crazy, but let us talk about role of the 

donkey. After all, how else where Mary and Joseph meant to get 

to Bethlehem on time for the census?  I think many of us can 

relate to being the family taxi driver,  but there must have been 

times in our lives when some of the most important roles we 

have played have been the most practical, even boring and in 

the background. Sometimes when we have a real desire to be 

more prominent and seen in a role of importance, our 

important task is to be the one other people don't see.  



Take the supporting cast away and you have no story. They are 

there in the background to allow the main characters to play 

their part and gather around the birth of a child, in full view of 

those who are listening.  

However, let us not be fooled by the nativity of the Christmas 

card. In the vulnerability of birth was the power of God. In the 

creator entering creation there is demonstrated great love for 

all humanity and in a world of violence, then and now, peace 

beyond the understanding of the world is offered by God. So in 

the darkness, the light of God shines in the form of a child. In 

the story of his birth, we gather as the supporting cast of the 

greatest story ever told. Amen. 

 

 

 


