
Bennochy church: 1st February 2015 

Who speaks a word to the nations of the world today? Who are 

the modern day prophets of our age ? It all depends on your 

definition of the word. The dictionary gives us four definitions of 

the word 'prophet': 

 A person who speaks by divine inspiration or as an 

interpreter through whom the will of God is expressed. 

 A person gifted with profound moral insight and 

exceptional powers of expression. 

 A predictor. 

 The chief spokesperson of a movement or cause. 

 
The big mistake we make is thinking that biblical prophecy is 

about predicting the future. The spirit of God does not work like 

that. Where there is inspiration, it is to read the 'signs of the 

times', giving both spiritual and moral insight and then to say, if 

we follow down this path to its conclusion, there can only be 

one outcome. 

For the nation of Israel, it was their disobedience to God that 

led the prophets to say, you will be destroyed by your enemies, 

Assyrian and Babylonian, and you will be led into Exile and 

captivity. That is exactly what happened. It was a consequence 

of their life as a nation that led to the prophets words coming 

true. But, if they had changed their ways, the outcome would 

have been very different, but in the eyes of the prophet, all they 

could see was a nations crumbling relationship with God. The 

prophet did not predict the future, the future happened as a 

direct result of the actions of the people. 

It's like trends in statistics. If the decline in the membership of 

the Church of Scotland continues at its present rate, it will cease 

to exist within the next 20-30 years. That is fact. If we keep on 

this path, we know now what the outcome will be, but, it is still 

within our hands to do something about it, and change the 

predicted outcome. We can read the signs of the times, our 

challenge from God is this; will we do anything different, to 

achieve a alternative outcome? Because a team has lost its last 

10 games, it does not automatically mean it will lose the 11th 

and be relegated. Statistics are there to be changed. For the 

prophet, people's moral and spiritual character can also change.  

The prophet puts the pieces of the jigsaw together, not to 

create a clear picture, predicting the future, that would be too 

easy. There needs to be room for faith, to trust that change is 

still possible, and under God, there will be a different result. The 

response the prophet asks for is a change of heart and  steps of 

faith.  

So who speaks a word to the nations of today? [video clip of 

MLK] Is it the great figures of history and of our time; John Knox, 

William Wilberforce, Abraham Lincoln, Nelson Mandela, MLK, 

Mother Teresa; what about political manifestos;  or girls like 



Malala Yousafzai from Pakistan (youngest ever winner of the 

Nobel peace prize, shot by the Taliban for speaking out on 

female education); or issues and petitions raised on social 

media, challenging the social conscience of the nation. 

And where in all of is the church? In Acts 2:17-18 we read, "In 

the last days, God said, ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see 

visions, and your old men will dream dreams. Even on my 

servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they will prophesy.'" 

Where have put our heads above the parapet to speak a word 

to the nation? It is not easy being a prophet. People do not want 

to hear your words that challenge comfortable lifestyles and ask 

people to make tough choices. The word of God is not often 

comfortable. We are applauded when it chimes in with the 

thinking of the world, but told to mind our own business, when 

it is not what people want to hear.   

To be true to the word of God we need to do two things. First of 

all, we need to listen. To drown out our own voices and wishes 

and listen to the still small voice of God and then discern what 

God wishes us to do. If we are speaking, we cannot be listening 

to God. One of themes that runs right the way through the book 

of Deuteronomy is obedience, obedience to the covenant 

relationship with God, going all the way back to the days of 

Abraham. One of the roles of the prophet was to keep the eyes 

of the people firmly fixed on their relationship with God.  

The second is to seek out words of hope. One of the things I 

remember from Old Testament studies at University  is this, the 

sign of  true prophet, always contains words of hope. Exile will 

be followed by a return to Jerusalem. So promised the prophet, 

he said to the people, do not give up, and promised by God, I 

am always with you.  

Here is the challenge to the church, to speak God's word to the 

nation, offering both a challenge from God, and, the hope of the 

Good News of the Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ.  let me finish 

with this, let us never forget, that the words of Moses to the 

people of Israel in the mists of history and time, come from the 

same God, who promises to guide his church today. Amen. 

 

 


