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Was God really dead? When the Roman authorities executed 

Jesus of Nazareth did they kill God? If we believe in the Trinity 

of God, did part of God die at Easter? Can we unravel the Trinity 

of God and say, that while the Son of God died, God continued 

uninterrupted, as creator and Spirit? Maybe it is just the way my 

mind operates. Seeking the logical in the mystery that is the 

activity of God and the rational, in the realm of faith. 

The Christian faith hangs together or falls, around one truth, the 

validity or not of one central fact. Jesus was executed by the 

Romans on a trumped up change brought by the Jewish 

authorities, died outside Jerusalem by crucifixion and rose again 

three days later to new life. Strip away that miracle and your 

options are; Jesus was a false Messiah and we are still waiting 

for God to act, or, we believe in a pack of cards, not blown 

through by the Spirit of God; but blown down by false promises.  

The earliest promise was given to Abraham, 'you will be the 

father of many nations'. Logic tells you he was too old for that 

to come true. The people of Israel were promised a special land 

by God. Logic tells you there were too insignificant a people for 

that to come true. The prophets told of a time when the people 

of God would return home. Logic tells you, they were held in 

captivity by mighty nations too powerful for that to come true. 

Even the promise of a Messiah was tinged with doubt, 

scepticism and outrage. Out of Nazareth, a carpenter rides into 

Jerusalem with an army of 12 men. Logic tells you, he could 

never conquer the world. 

Easter tells us of an insignificant criminal death, one of 

thousands,  and of a man buried in a tomb over which a mighty 

stone was placed. Logic tells you, dead men don't roll away 

boulders of rock. How sad individuals we would be, if we have 

dedicated our lives for a myth. The problem is, faith can never 

be proved. It is to be sure of the things we hope for and to 

believe what cannot be seen.  

The dividing line between hope in for the future and belief, is 

faith. What enables us to see what cannot be seen, is faith. 

What makes us move from logic and rational thought to trust in 

the impossible, is faith. The Christian faith will never make any 

sense without this realisation, it all boils down to faith being a 

gift from God.  

One of the great theological words of scripture is Grace, that 

which is given, but not deserved. It is the gift of God alone. If we 

are honest, we struggle with that. We like to sort things out by 

our own efforts. The writer of the book of Ephesians is talking 

about sorting out human life, but in a movement of the spirit, 

from death to life. He says if we do any good works, we can't 

take the credit or boast about them. They flow from the grace 

of God alone.  He doesn't use our kind of language and maybe 

we don't see ourselves in that place spiritually.  Logic seeps in 

and tells us this is something we can do ourselves. We believe in 



the power of humanity. Faith tells us, this is something only God 

can do, as in faith we are joined, one with Jesus Christ, God who 

died.  

In a very real sense, it is only death that could bring life. I don't 

claim to understand why that should be. Could God not have 

expressed his love for the world in  different way. Logic seeps in, 

and we try to rationalise the mystery of God's action.  

We are moving in the spiritual realm here,  and failure is met 

with a spiritual response. In spite of what we had become, the 

writer of Ephesians says, God offers life.  

God's response is an offer. Grace is never forced upon us. Love 

cannot be compelled. If Jesus of Nazareth died, showing God's 

love in action, Jesus must have had the freedom to choose. 

Without freedom, there is no love. It is love for the world that  

makes that Gethsemane moment of anguish so very real. God, 

in Jesus, choose to die, otherwise love is not real. God choose to 

die, otherwise, grace is a sham.  

"For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith. 

It is not the result of your own efforts, but God's gift, so that no 

one can boast about it." (Ephesians 2: 8-9) 

Reading the Easter story through the eyes of logic will never 

make any sense. Logic did not roll away the stone, it was the 

power of God. Rationality does not offer us life; God does. It is 

faith that makes grace real to us and the Easter story to ring 

true. It is faith that opens up life, that allows love to seep in. It is 

faith alone that says, the power of death is the means to life, life 

in all its fullness. Amen. 

 

  

 

  

 


