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Show pictures of cornerstones. A cornerstone is a stone that 

forms the base of a corner of a building, joining two walls 

together. The cornerstone is therefore the wall's source of 

strength. "The stone which the builders rejected as worthless 

turned out to be the most important of all." (1st Peter2:7, 

quoting Psalm 118) And the writer of the book of Ephesians says 

this, the cornerstone of faith, is Jesus himself.  

When the writer of 1st Peter uses the analogy of 'living stones', 

he picks up the idea of the cornerstone, not just from Psalm 

118, but also from Isaiah's prophecy. "This, now, is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: “I am placing in Zion a foundation that is 

firm and strong. In it I am putting a solid cornerstone on which 

are written the words, ‘Faith that is firm is also patient.’ Justice 

will be the measuring line for the foundation, and honesty will 

be its plumb line.” (28:16) 

The narrative of Psalm 118 tells an ancient story. We are asked 

to image a pilgrim on their journey to the temple, to worship 

God. Crowds surround them and in the words of the Psalm you 

can sense their strong desire to worship God and high emotion 

of coming to Jerusalem. This was a great moment in their lives 

to come to the temple, the living embodiment of God himself, 

and to offer there, their worship. For some it might be their one 

and only opportunity to witness, for them, the greatest building 

on earth, and bring their sacrifices to the God of their fathers, 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The sense of pilgrimage ran deep and 

their desire to enter the temple, was part of who they were as 

the people of God. The desire, in a sense, was in built. That is 

the narrative of Psalm 118, it is a journey of pilgrimage. 

Have you ever been somewhere you have always wanted to go. 

You have travelled there with a sense of huge excitement and 

great anticipation. You have taken in every sight, every sound 

and every smell, and maybe you have said to yourself; 'I will 

probably never be back here again'. You take in the moment. To 

relive it again in the future. That is the sense behind Psalm 118. 

To us, is offered the opportunity of their life time, every 

moment of the day.  We can never be in the shoes of the pilgrim 

Psalmist and the great thing is, we don't need to be. We need 

not journey to the temple of God as he did. We are now part of 

a new temple, and our sacrifices are not spilt on a blood stained 

alter, they are the spiritual sacrifices of what we offer in and 

though our lives. 

If the ancient Israelite nation believed that God resided in the 

temple, and that is where it was right to bring their worship, 

then we must believe, that God resides in us, and our worship is 

in and through our lives. We are the 'living stones' of 1st Peter 

2, part of God's new temple and in the words of Paul, we are 

the 'body of Christ'. This morning, Daniel has been brought into, 

and is now part of that body, that we call the church of Jesus 

Christ.  



We need to re-imaging ourselves as these 'living stones' with 

Christ as our foundation and cornerstone, and ask this, what 

does all of  this mean in the reality of day to day life. This great 

image must never be reduced to a private inner spiritual 

experience.   

Down through the centuries one thing has always remained the 

same; if you remove the cornerstone of faith, the edifice 

crumbles. The ancient religious establishment of Israel rejected 

their cornerstone of faith in God and their Temple did not save 

them. They thought it would. They firmly believed that God 

would never let their enemies destroy Jerusalem, where God's 

temple resided. But, in the words of the prophet Isaiah, by living 

a lie to their faith, the historical consequence was  defeat and 

exile to foreign lands.  

Being part of God's people gives us no protection from failure 

either. Living stones or not; part of the body of Christ or not; 

joined to the vine, who is Christ, or not.  There are times, and 

we don't like to admit it, but there are times in our lives when 

we reject the cornerstone of our faith and by our thoughts, 

words and actions declare it worthless. It is just as well God 

never removes his cornerstone from our lives.  

Through the ancient words of Psalm 118, God says to us, "This, 

now, is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I am placing in Zion a 

foundation that is firm and strong. In it I am putting a solid 

cornerstone on which are written the words, ‘Faith that is firm is 

also patient.’ Justice will be the measuring line for the 

foundation, and honesty will be its plumb line.” 

There will be times in life when our faith has not persevered, 

but God still forgives. There will be times in our lives when we 

have not raised our voices against injustice, but Christ, our 

cornerstone remains, sure and firm.  There will be times when 

truth has not always been on our lips, but the promise of the 

Spirit of God remains, 'I will not fail you, I will not leave you'.   

Our pilgrimage journey is different from the Psalmist. Through 

our baptism, and being in union with Christ, he is the very 

cornerstone of our lives; part of the same body we are all part 

of; in which he, Jesus Christ, is King and head. Amen.  

 


