
Bennochy church: Holy week meditation, 2015 on Isaiah 49 

Hold a candle in the darkness and the tiny spark of light will be 

seen for miles. Shout a cry, 'hold out a torch for all to see'. On 

ancient hill sides the light of flames communicated a message. 

God said, be a 'light to the nations', tell the world of what he has 

done. Do not keep him hidden. Reveal him in candle and in 

flame.  

Before birth they were chosen, a servant nation, but they failed 

to make God known. Their words blunt, as they drew their God 

close to them and spoke nothing of the creators protection to 

be offered to distant nations. What use was their protection 

from the hand of God, if their light did not shine for all to see.  

Their mistaken notion that the word of God, was for them 

alone. Their arrow of candle and flame blown off  course by a 

jealous faith, that said; 'our God alone'; and so the praise of 

many nations were never heard. 

A greater task is given. Of a people restored and a light given to 

the nations; a light that shines in the midst of a world's 

darkness. Salvation is to come. An arrow flying sharp and 

straight. Piercing the darkness and upholding the eternal 

promises of a faithful God. 

Greatness comes not in the solitude of faith; by being the only 

people. Greatness is a flame shared and a message spread. 

Words as sharp as the sword; cutting through the darkness. The 

light shining where once there was only the gloom of a God 

unknown. 

The distant nations are close, just around the corner and over 

the street. Lord, make our love as sharp as the sword; make our 

compassion fly straight as an arrow. Make our lives shine with 

the light of Christ. A message for those living ancient and near, 

in time and in space. Even eternity cannot contain the light of 

God to the nations.   

A distant light shining on Isaiah and casting its shadow on cross 

and tomb; a light shining bright as the son, the eternal flame of 

a flickering candle, that even crucifixion could not snuff out.  

A man came, he was not the light. He points, and in human 

form, the light to the nations shines on earth. 

The Word was the source of life,[a] and this life brought light to 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
never put it out. 

6 God sent his messenger, a man named John, 7 who came to tell 
people about the light, so that all should hear the message and 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came to tell about the 
light. 9 This was the real light—the light that comes into the 
world and shines on all people. 

Ancient light; eternal light; light to the nations; light of life; may 
we be your witness, our candle and our flame. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A+4-9&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29089a

