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I suspect it would be the questions all of us would ask.  In the 

face of miracle and mystery we would want to know, 'how did 

you do that'? You watch a magic trick; a man walks across the 

waters of the Thames,  and naturally, you want to understand 

how it was done. You want him to take you aside and whisper in 

your ear how he did it. In the world of magic, knowledge is 

power. In the world of the ancients, secret words were the 

answer to mysteries and if you knew the words you held the 

power. And as human beings, we are also naturally curious and 

like a good joke (if you can remember it!) you want to share 

your knowledge and maybe even impress others. 

The healing of this lame man, has far deeper significance. The 

great and the good of the Jewish religious establishment have 

arrested Peter and John and make stand before them and 

explain their actions. We know this miracle is more than sleight 

of hand, but in 1st century Palestine they want to know by 

whose power was this miracle carried out. The assumption is 

this; did Peter use the power of good or evil? 

So what is all the fuss about? One day, Peter and John meet at 

the temple a man lame for life, who everyday is carried to the 

Beautiful Gate to beg for money, from those entering the 

temple. He is a professional beggar and he is looking for money.  

Now like the people we encounter on the High street we don't 

know his background, we can't judge him, but this is how he 

survives. There is no doubt he is looking for money from Peter 

and John, but he gets more than he bargains for.  

"But Peter said to him, “I have no money at all, but I give you 

what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth I order you 

to get up and walk!” (6) [sing 'Peter and John went to pray'] 

His begging days are over. His amazement is matched only by 

those who know him as one of the beggars at the Beautiful 

Gate. "How did he do that!" 

Healing and miracle is a sensitive issue in the life of faith. Why 

are some healed and others not? In any given situation, what is 

true healing? To these questions there are no easy answers. 

Maybe we ask the wrong questions or look in the wrong places 

to find God.  

What is going on in the back ground here is very important. It is 

not just the miracle of healing itself, but the story of the 

resurrection of Jesus that is spreading and taking hold. People 

are believing the message of Jesus, in a very short period of 

time we are told, 5000 men. If true, this was a substantial 

number of people. The total population of Jerusalem has been 

estimated at between 25,000 to 85,000 and the total number of 

Pharisees in the whole of Palestine was said to be only about 

6000. On top of that you need to add in women and children.  



What made it worse for the Sadducees, and they were the 

group who controlled the temple hierarchy and most of the 

resident priests; what made it worse for them is that these 

people were challenging one of their core beliefs; people did 

not rise from the dead. Resurrection was a threat to their 

leadership and power. I think we have here religious leaders 

under pressure from rising belief in Jesus and as with many 

popular movements through history, as popularity increases so 

does opposition.  That is why Peter and John are arrested and 

brought before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling court.  

We are told, without fear, Peter declares that the man was 

healed through the power of the name of Jesus Christ, whom 

you crucified. He is making it very clear and adding to the 

danger of his own life; that the religious establishment were the 

builders who rejected the most important stone of all. He lays 

the blame full square at their door. 

There is a huge significance of Peter here using the name of 

Jesus. In the ancient world, names were associated with power. 

Names had more significance than just what you were known 

as. They were thought to be extremely powerful in their own 

right and to act, in some ways, as almost separate manifestation 

of a person or deity. This viewpoint is responsible both for the 

reluctance to use the proper name of God in Hebrew, as well as 

the common understanding in ancient magic that magical rituals 

had to be carried out "in [someone's] name". The religious 

establishment would understand this very well, that here is 

Peter  invoking God by name, in Jesus Christ, whom they 

crucified. He is turning the religious screw.  

Just as well Peter says, it was all part of God's plan, that through 

the resurrection of Jesus, salvation comes. In Greek, salvation 

and healing both come from the same word. So I am not 

surprised that the man who was healed, praises God and joins 

Peter and John in their journey to the temple. The writer of the 

book of Acts is making that very point; healing and salvation 

both come from God.  

The message is clear, this man in the eyes of God is no longer an 

outsider. He enters the temple to praise God. This story is not 

just an event, it is an image; a living parable of what God offers. 

Spiritually we are all lame men sitting outside the temple of the 

Kingdom of God.  We often ask and seek for the wrong things. 

But maybe one day, God looks at us and says, I have something 

far more important to offer you than what you seek. It is life, life 

in all its fullness. That is the healing and salvation of God.  

What Peter does here, is not just challenge the religious 

establishment of his day, about who are the true children of 

God; but says to us, if you want to see what Gods offer of life is 

really like, look no further than the story of a man who is 

healed. Made possible by the resurrection of Jesus and the 

forgiveness of God. Amen. 
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