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It is a life we cannot imagine. It is so far removed from our 

experience. Yet, there are millions of people for whom that is 

life. For Loko it is the daily search for wood to sell. No wood, no 

money, no food. That is how life revolves. It is an image of 

survival, more than life. Let's be honest, we would not wish to 

walk in her shoes.  

Christian Aid works in such places and introduces us to such 

people, not to make us feel guilty, but in sharing another's life 

story, someone equally loved by God, we are challenged to ask 

ourselves this; what is God's justice, equality and compassion, 

what should it look like in the world and what part are we going 

to play to help the Kingdom of God come into being? We know 

it is not just about giving money. Our faith is deeper than that. A 

faith that says we are all created equal in the sight of God and it 

is his justice and his compassion, he wishes to share with 

everyone, and that is where we come in. 

In the midst of her poverty, Loko's story tells us something of 

her community's culture and values. She lives in a male 

dominated society where tasks do not seem to be equally 

shared. The daily grind of collecting firewood is only one of her 

tasks. Is that so different from what Scottish society used to be 

in the not that distant past? In Ethiopia, the men's day job is 

looking after the cows, and they expect their meal to be on the 

table when they arrive home. In some communities in Ethiopia, 

cows are one of the most important possessions. You need to 

own a cow to have a position of influence and attend important 

meetings.  

Let's Be honest, do we not think that sounds a bit daft? 

However, think about it this way, we are no different. All 

societies give people influence in different ways. In the western 

world  it is wealth, prestige, fame or authority. In rural Ethiopia, 

it is whether you own a cow or not.  In neither place, is there 

equality. 

But did you notice, in spite of all her poverty and having little 

influence within her community, Loko will go literally any 

distance, to feed and support her children. She is motivated by 

the importance of her family. It is one of her core values. She is 

courageous, determined and she persists day after day. She has 

no choice, but to seek to survive, but I wonder, under the same 

circumstances, what would we do?  

Sometimes we might feel that the world is falling apart.  North 

Africa... Middle East..., Nepal... communities in poverty... We 

might feel overwhelmed. The world is out of control and what 

can we do? One response  is to turn our backs and say it has 

nothing to do with us. But as Christians we must always be 

inspired and motivated to help, not from of a position of 

strength and power, but from a position of love.  



" I love you just as the Father loves me; remain in my love. If you 
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 

My commandment is this: love one another, just as I love you. 
The greatest love you can have for your friends is to give your 
life for them." (John 15: v 9-10, 12-13) 

We must be inspired and motivated to help, not from a position 
of superiority but one of equality. We are all part of the same 
creation which God loves. As Christ died for all the world, so we 
are all friends of Jesus.  

"And you are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not 
call you servants any longer, because servants do not know what 
their master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because I have 
told you everything I heard from my Father." (John 15: 14-15) 

The challenge of love is in its obedience to God and in its 

response to God's love for us. It is God's love alone that enables 

us to love the stranger and call them friends. It is God's love that 

says to each of us, and Loko, you did not choose me, I choose 

you.  

We are more than part of a common humanity. We are the 

voice of God that calls for justice. We are the hands of God that 

offer compassion and we are God's feet that will go at least the 

second mile seeking equality of life. That is victory over the 

world, by means of our faith. Life in all its fullness and in the 

words of Christian Aid, we believe in life before death. Amen. 

 


