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The people of Israel wanted a king. They hadn't  had one before 

and this wasn't exactly a democratic process. That is not how 

they did things in those days. Roughly 3000 years ago, the 

eventual king, King Saul, was chosen by the drawing of lots.  

At the time we enter the story, it seems that Samuel the 

prophet is in charge of the commonwealth of the 12 tribes of 

Israel and  their leaders did not want his sons to take over. 

Samuel had appointed them as 'hereditary' Judges over Israel, a 

bit like the hereditary high priesthood, but they not deemed 

worthy to be in charge. As a result, they called for a king. After 

all, that was how the other nations did things and that is a key 

point, in this otherwise momentous change in how Israel was to 

be governed.  

Samuel didn't like the idea. Not from a point of democracy, that 

was an alien concept, his rejection here was theological. Did 

they need any other king but God? After all, any earthly ruler 

was anointed by God, not to do what he wished, but to lead the 

people in the ways of God. 

In this passage we get a reminder of what God had already done 

for his people. It was God who had led them out of slavery in 

Egypt, across the desert for 40 years  and into the land he had 

promised them.  And once in the promised land the government 

of the original confederation of tribes was a strange system, 

based around people known as Judges. In the book of Judges 

there are cycles of events that followed a particular pattern; 

first of all, the disobedience of the Israelite people, then 

hardship brought on as punishment from God and finally the 

people cried out to the Lord for rescue. The judges were the 

successive individuals, each from a different tribe of Israel, 

chosen by God, to rescue his people from their enemies and 

establish justice and the ways of God. They were charismatic 

individuals; their office was personal, and depended upon the 

obvious gifts of the spirit of God. For example, you have the 

faith and valour of Gideon and the strength of Samson. These 

were individuals who responded to the call of God, and who led 

God's people in victory against their enemies.  

The movement from judges to kingship is a huge break; not just 

with tradition, but in their relationship with God himself. They 

sought to place at the heart of their nation, not only God, but 

one of their own. The writer of Samuel understands this 

demand of the people as following same pattern of 

disobedience from the time they left Egypt. This not just as a 

rejection of Samuel as judge, he sees it is a rejection of God 

himself, coming out of and part of,  Israel's  fractured 

relationship with God.  

Samuel is struggling to come to terms with this demand. If God 

lies at the very heart of Israel's identity. Who would they be 
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without God as their King?  Their laws, were God's law and 

surely they only had one king, and he was God.  

So Samuel comes to God in prayer. Here is a man in turmoil. 

God what am I to do? It is interesting, God does not reject their 

demand, nor does he inflict punishment on his people, as he 

had done in the past. Remember what happened to the people 

at the foot of Mount Sinai as they rejected Gods law and 

replaced it with an idol of gold.  

What God says to Samuel is this; first of all, listen to the people, 

but then warn them of the consequences of how a king will 

treat them. But unlike the time when God heard the cries of his 

people as they laboured in slavery in Egypt, this time, their 

complaints will go unheard. If they go ahead with this, they will 

need to accept the consequences.  

Their minds were made up, they continued to demand a king of 

their own to be like the other nations and have someone to lead 

them into battle. What is important in this story is this, Samuel 

needs to be persuaded by God. To see that he is the last of the 

judges and God's new kingmaker. He stands at the junction of 

two ages, in the history of the people of God.  

When I first read this, I thought the people were rejecting God 

and trust was being placed elsewhere. Yet if you look closely at 

what is happening, it seems it is also what God wanted. So a 

king is granted, chosen of God, chosen to be a judge of his 

people who would be just and wise, and then the  people went 

home.  

Samuel is not ultimately persuaded by the people, he is  

persuaded by God. I think we have all been there. In the 

mundane and ordinariness of life we have all asked, 'God, what 

am I to do?'. And sometimes against our better judgement, we 

have been persuaded by God. Our decisions are not always 

momentous, far from it, but every decision we make, changes 

the direction of our lives, and we need to accept the 

consequences, and take the responsibility of the choices we 

make.  

There will be times, when, like Samuel, our choice, our decisions 

will change our lives forever and we will stand at the junction of 

a new future.  Faith does not make these decisions obvious or 

easy and hind sight of course,  is a great thing. How often have 

we looked and never see God's plan? How often have we 

listened, but failed to hear the voice of God? I believe that no 

matter what path we travel or choice we make, taken in faith, 

persuaded or otherwise, it will be honoured by God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


