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Let me make a confession. I have absolutely no idea of what has 

just happened! I know that I placed water on a baby's head, but 

what did God do?  Hold that thought. 

Lets' travel back about 2000 years to another moment when 

parents, I am assuming it is parents, brought their children to 

God. They wanted Jesus of Nazareth to lay has hands on them 

and bless them. That is not far off what we have asked God to 

do this morning. The story does not tell us why or what they 

hoped to get out of it. For the point of this encounter that it not 

what is actually important. 

The disciples of Jesus, his friends who travelled with him, seem 

to be equally mystified at the demand of the people. In no 

uncertain terms they tell them to 'get lost'. Go away. After all, 

children, even if loved, were socially and politically powerless, 

so not in the disciples eyes, not of much value in helping to set 

up God's new Kingdom. Maybe they were just protecting Jesus 

from what they saw as an unwarranted interruption. But, when 

he noticed, Jesus was angry and said... We will come to that in a 

moment.  

There is no great demand of faith in this story. So was simply 

wishing a blessing faith enough? Did they glimpse something of 

who this man Jesus was? There must have been something that 

led them to bring their children to Jesus.  

 

None of us understand or will ever understand who God is. That 

fact is important. For in seeking a blessing from God, none of us, 

can wait till we have it all sorted out. God is mystery. What we 

do know, or believe is this, God is present. Maybe that is 

enough faith to say, God, bless Will (child's name)?  

There is no demand for water here either. We know that Jesus 

was himself baptised in the river Jordan. So we have that 

example to follow.  

One of the most famous speeches in history is the Gettysburg 

address. Abraham Lincoln, the American president comes to the 

site of the battlefield during the American civil war, in 1863 and 

in two minutes said words remembered to this day, "Four score 

and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent 

a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 

proposition that all men are created equal... that this nation, 

under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that 

government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall 

not perish from the earth. Jesus delivers no great liturgy of 

baptism. His words are few and what is asked of him, is not 

dramatic.  

Children are the image. This is an acted parable with children 

centre stage. Jesus says, as much to his disciples as to the 

crowd, look, there is the Kingdom of God. It's a slippery term, 



like nailing a jelly to the wall and even Jesus gave us no clear 

definition. How often did he say, "The Kingdom of God is like..."  

Yet everything that Jesus said or did points to  'the Kingdom of 

God'.   

If we can't define it, Jesus is here saying it has something to do 

with children and being powerless. It will not come, as many 

expected, by force of arms or moral reform. If this Kingdom is 

offered by God, our example here is the trust of a child in their 

parents. Come not with your knowledge or wisdom, come only 

with your faith, for only the powerless totally depend on God.  

I firmly believe that what God offers, he offers to us now. Faith 

is not just a belief in some future afterlife. The Kingdom of God 

is about offering life through compassion, justice and equality in 

the world of today. That is the kind of world I want to be part of. 

Put it in other language; it is God's love of us that enables us to 

love our neighbour and even to love our enemies. I think that is 

as close a definition to the Kingdom of God as we will ever get. 

The big temptation is this; we can usher in a world of 

compassion, justice and equality, all by ourselves.. That project 

has been a failure. Look at the world we live in.  

2000 years ago, the bible tells us that God walked the earth and 

ushered in the Kingdom of God. If that is true, then we live in 

exciting times! This is the 'not yet' period of a  Kingdom waiting 

to be fulfilled. We have been given the example of Jesus to 

follow and through history, his mantle has been picked up by 

countless unknown people and some major figures of history, 

think of Ghandi in India and Martin Luther King in the Civil 

Rights movement in America.  

It is an exciting time because we are being asked by God to play 

our part in the Kingdom Project, but here is the difficult bit. We 

have to come like children. That means trusting God in our 

journey through life and sharing his compassion with others. 

The world is a hard place, we know that; yet let us take hope in 

those moments of compassion in the midst of violence, offered 

to the refugees in the midst of their journey and to those who 

struggle not to live, but simply to exist.  

I still do not know the action of God as he blessed Will, but 

there is a challenge offered to all of by Jesus. The Kingdom of 

God is here. It is out there. Let us set aside what we can do for 

God, and in faith, let God lay his hands upon us, and receive his 

blessing.  

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes in my name one of these 

children, welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me, welcomes 

not only me but also the one who sent me.” Mark 9 : 37. Amen.   

 


