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 It's a bit like watching a member of your  team having a fight on 

the pitch, except it is not with someone from the opposing 

team. It's one of their own players. Someone in your team has 

made a mistake and his  team mates are not too pleased about 

it. The managers usual reaction is not to condemn them, but to 

say it is good to see some passion on the field. You see what it 

means to them! They want to win! Within the closest knit 

teams, feathers can be ruffled!  

You can almost imagine the scene. 12 men who have been the 

closest witnesses to Jesus of Nazareth. Heard his word and seen 

his miracles. Can we go as far to say these were Jesus' friends, 

and one day, two of them, James and John, without the others 

knowing, approach Jesus and ask him a question. I wonder if 

they whispered it out of earshot or made sure the other 

disciples were away or at least otherwise occupied. This is what 

they asked, Jesus we would like you to do something for us. So 

far, nothing controversial. We want to be your right hand and 

left hand lieutenants. There is an interesting future echo here of 

the thieves crucified with Jesus, one on his right side and one on 

his left.   

Let's be clear, this is a specific request. They were asking to be 

put in positions of power and authority. To be seen as the 

closest associates of Jesus.  To be team captains, pole positions 

on the grid.  

On a positive note, we can say this; within the midst of their 

misunderstanding are grains of faith.  Jesus will indeed establish 

his Kingdom. However, some commentators put a different spin 

on their question, and speculate about the pushiness of their 

mother! Go on, go and ask Jesus. 

Jesus doesn't say no. But there is a caveat to these positions of 

power in the Kingdom of God. Jesus says, you are going to have 

to go through, what I am about to experience. The reference is 

quite clear. It is about his future suffering and a disciples 

baptism into the death of Christ. Think about it, Jesus would 

have given us exactly the same answer if we had asked the 

question. Take up your cross and follow me. The power of the 

cross comes before glory!  In terms of history and what actually 

happened to these two men, is James was the first of the 12 to 

be martyred, but John, according to church tradition, lived into 

his 90's.  

In spite of their eager agreement, they had not been listening. 

Jesus says do not follow the brutal example of the Roman 

authorities.  The power of discipleship was in denying oneself 

and turning the values of the world upside down. If you want to 

be great, be a servant of all - servants were viewed as inferior 

human beings; if you want to be first, prepare to be the least. It 

wasn't that long ago that Jesus had pointed to a child and said 

there is the image of the Kingdom of God. Trust like a child. It 

wasn't that long ago that Jesus sent a rich man away very sad, 



because he could not enter the Kingdom of God by the wealth 

of this world. The words of Jesus had not yet sunk in. 

Not only that, James and John having agreed to this proposal, 

are hit by a double whammy. Jesus says,  your request, it is not 

in my gift. The decision is God's alone. Sense their deflation. I 

suspect, if they realised the true meaning of what they asked, 

they would not have made their request? How true the words, 

be careful of what you wish! 

Well, it got worse, when the others heard about this, boy were 

they angry and rightly so, but I wonder, if they were angry for 

the right reasons. Remember, they have history in being angry. 

Not that long ago, they denied children access to Jesus and he 

was none too pleased about it. Did they have hankerings about 

being closest to Jesus themselves? How dare they? If anyone is 

to sit with Jesus, by rights it should be me!  

So when Jesus speaks, he speaks to the whole team. It's as if he 

is saying, have you not seen my example? Are you blinded by 

the power and position of those who are in authority? Think of 

the irony in the phrase, those who 'Lord it over you'. Jesus is 

saying to them, who are you actually looking at? Who are you 

following? 

It is so easy to lose sight of God, our vision for the future, not to 

be  discerned with God's guidance, but reduced to the level of 

our good ideas, and somewhere along the line, God gets lost. 

We step off the path and suddenly we realise that we are not 

following Jesus. We have left the 'narrow road' of discipleship 

and we are on the wide open boulevards of our own journey. It 

is no coincidence that the next healing miracle of Jesus, is blind 

Bartimaeus. He is saying to his friends, you are still spiritually 

blind. He asks, who are you looking at? Who you want to see?  

This is no theological debate. It answers the question of how to 

love in its widest sense. Here is how you love your neighbour 

and your enemy. Here is how your serve with compassion, 

justice and equality, when in a position to make decisions over 

the way people live their lives. Here is the mirror for individuals 

and governments alike to hold up, and to see how we are living 

our lives and carrying out our responsibilities. It is the power of 

powerlessness. It is the authority of servant hood. It is the 

greatness of being last. Jesus is saying, turn the values of the 

world upside down and the Kingdom of heaven is yours. Amen. 

 


