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If you had all the money in the world I wonder what would you 

spend it on? Here is a great quote, I just wanna be rich enough 

to have Morgan Freeman read me bedtime stories.  

Each year we focus on different aspects of stewardship and this 

year it is on our financial giving. Last Sunday we looked at part 

of the letter Paul wrote to the church at Corinth where he was 

talking about the need to have a generosity of spirit, not just 

financial, but in our whole being, who we are, a generosity of 

faith and love that over flows in our response to the needs of 

others, as God has first loved us.  

I found an interesting article on generosity. Let me read part of 

it to you; "a team of sociologists at Notre Dame examined what 

it means to be generous in America. They  identified the 

following five 'practices' of generous people: Voluntary financial 

giving, Volunteering time, Relational generosity (being generous 

with one's attention and emotions), Neighborly generosity (acts 

of kindness towards those who live and work around you)and 

Personal importance of generosity." 

The article closes with these questions: "Where are the signs of 

generosity in your institution now? How can you participate, 

encourage and lift up those signs? What else can you do to 

reframe current practices so that they reflect a more generous 

spirit?" Appropriate questions to ask, as we think about our  

stewardship and contribution to the life and witness of the 

church.  

Last week I talked about inequality. This week I want to examine 

stewardship from a different angle, because our perspective on 

anything, is based on our starting point and how we see the 

world. Paul writes to Timothy and says to him, I want you to 

command; Paul obviously believes he can say that out of a sense 

of authority;  I want you to command those who are rich, not to 

place their hope in that which is uncertain, but in God who is 

generous to us.  

Wealth can be fickle! Did you know, "that nearly 60% of the 

time a family's money is exhausted by the children of the person 

who created the wealth. In 90% of the cases it's gone by the 

time the grandchildren die. "It goes back to the Biblical story of 

the Prodigal Son," referring to the free spending child who blows 

his father's inheritance yet is welcomed back anyway. "We 

haven't changed in 2,000 years, and that same unprepared heir 

issue is now worldwide." Profligate spending by heirs  is often a 

reason for a loss of wealth, as is a simple lack of ambition. "The 

people who created the wealth were often obsessive, but their 

kids were not hungry." (Roy Williams, president of wealth 

consultancy The Williams Group and Russ Prince, president of 

the wealth research and consulting firm Prince and Associates) 



Think of the parable of the man who got all the grain in his 

barns, sat back to enjoy the easy life and then died.  

One passage that I often come back to are the words of Jesus in 

Matthews gospel chapter 6. He says don't worry about 

possessions, instead be concerned about the Kingdom of God 

and what God requires of you. In other words, trust God to 

provide. Don't worry about tomorrow, it will have enough 

worries of its own. In other words, live in the 'here and now'. 

However, that is easier said than done! Give it a go and let me 

know how you get on. 

Jesus talked about moths and rust and robbers destroying what 

is seen as valuable in the eyes of the world and your heart will 

always be where your riches are. What would you say are the 

riches of the world today; influence, fame, money, power and in 

all of this where is God? In view of the Chinese premiers visit to 

London, I thought this was a great quote, When money speaks, 

the truth remains silent. However, having said that, we need 

people with money. No society can survive if everyone has 

nothing. It just does not work if there is nothing to share. God is 

not asking us to give up everything, like rich young man, and 

there are examples of very rich people who have been 

extremely generous. Who have been, in Pauls words,  rich in 

good works. One example is Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft 

who has given away 28 billion dollars and plans to eradicate 

Polio. “Polio’s pretty special because once you get an 

eradication you no longer have to spend money on it; it’s just 

there as a gift for the rest of time.”  

He plans to give away more, a lot more, to help extend the lives 

of some of the poorest on the planet.  He said this, “I’m 

certainly well taken care of in terms of food and clothes,” he 

says, redundantly. “Money has no utility to me beyond a certain 

point. Its utility is entirely in building an organisation and getting 

the resources out to the poorest in the world.” I might want to 

say to Bill Gates, this quote, You aren’t wealthy until you have 

something money can’t buy. People made in the image of God 

are valuable, and ultimately wealth is worthless! Is that where 

our trust in God comes in? 

He will never experience poverty and we will never be Bill 

Gates, but stewardship as a generosity of spirit, is a challenge to 

all of us from God, no matter what we have; to be rich in good 

works, to be generous and be willing to share what we have.  

Paul makes it clear that our generosity is not an end in itself. It is 

all about our relationship with God and saying, in the 'here and 

now', we will seek to live, following the example of Jesus, whose 

generosity of love knew no bounds. What better treasure says 

Paul to have than that. A true and generous life, life in all its 

fullness, inspired by the Spirit of God. In a Kingdom that is here, 

but yet to be fulfilled. Amen. 


