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I wonder if any of you have been watching any of the TV series 

on the Celts. It is done in a typical Neil Oliver style. One of the 

fascinating aspects of archaeological discovery of this period, is 

just how sophisticated the Celts were. They were not the 

barbarians of Roman history as depicted in the famous statue, 

the dying Gaul. The main reason we know this now is, what 

archaeologists have discovered in these Iron age burial sites. 

Fine, intricately fashioned jewellery - works of great skill and 

craftsman. Each one a work of art - often fashioned in gold or, 

great examples of British made swords - we manufactured 

something in those days - a design that eventually found its way 

onto the continent.  In one grave, they found a great bronze 

couch for this man to recline on, a great cauldron to continue 

the feast in the afterlife and even gold decorated shoes.  

This was obviously important, not just to demonstrate wealth 

and power, but for the departed to take goods with them into 

the life to come. Their legacy of history, revealed to us 

thousands of years later. Telling us something of the story of the 

Celts. 

The Jewish nation were and still are big on legacy. It was crucial, 

vital even, for the story to be passed on from one generation to 

another. The big event is the Passover, remembered and 

celebrated by Jewish families to this day, as they gather around 

the family table to share the Passover meal. The legacy is the  

 

story of their ancestors escape from slavery in Egypt, by the 

mighty acts of God, beginning their travels across the Sinai 

desert to invade and inherit the Promised Land.  

Central to the Exodus story is the giving of God's law in the form 

of the 10 commandments at Mount Sinai. In a real sense, this is 

God's legacy to his people. To be remembered, cherished and 

taught to future generations. It made them the one unique 

people of God amongst the many nations of the world. The 

writer of Deuteronomy says to them, put these laws on obvious 

places where you will see them and be constantly reminded of 

them, and make God's law a part of the normal conversation of 

the home. This legacy he says, will bring a blessing from God.  

For the Christian church today, what are the big stories of faith 

that we need to remember, celebrate and pass on? How do we 

understand the legacy of faith that we have received? Who are 

we to share it with, and in a society that no longer sees any 

importance in organised religion, how do we embed this legacy 

of faith, the story of Jesus, in the lives of future generations?  

Nothing gets us nearer the mind of Christ than John's gospel. 

John here records part of how Jesus understands his legacy. The 

focus of the prayer, and that is what John 17 is, it is a prayer  for 

his disciples and those who have believed because of their 

message. It is a prayer for unity. He prays for a minority people 



in a hostile world. This  unity is based on the intimate 

relationship between Jesus and his father. It is a unity that can 

only come from God. He prays, we are one, I am in you and you 

are in me. If they, my disciples, have that same spiritual bond, 

then the world will believe. That is his legacy and our legacy, 

that the world will believe that Jesus was sent by God.  

In ancient times, Israel escaped from slavery and into a new 

land, delivered by the hand of God and guided by the laws of 

Sinai. So Israel believed, and this story became the cornerstone 

of their faith, based on the activity of God who would save his 

people.  

Jesus, the law made flesh, said, I have come that you might have 

new life, life in all its fullness. So we believe that Jesus is the 

cornerstone of the Kingdom of God. A legacy that Jesus 

describes as being as the glory of God. In the Old Testament, 

glory was used to  signify the presence of God. John says that 

same glory has been given to the son and by the spirit has been 

given to all who would believe. A spirit that demonstrates, for 

all time and for all people, the love of God.  

That legacy is part of our lives. Given to us by God. We will all 

understand God differently That should not surprise us, since 

God is mystery and Christ is miracle. But with the constraints of 

human understanding and knowledge and our imperfect words 

and hearts, we seek and we are asked, to share the story of 

Jesus.  

It is not a story about knowledge or facts. These we can believe 

and, amazing enough to be shared with us by God. But, faith 

takes us to a new level of trust, in the story of a person, named 

as Jesus of Nazareth, known of God and the living example of 

God's love. That is our story of faith, that is our legacy. Amen. 

 


