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A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be our 
ruler. He will be called, “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” 
“Eternal Father,”“Prince of Peace.” His royal power will continue 
to grow; his kingdom will always be at peace. He will rule as 
King David's successor, basing his power on right and justice, 
from now until the end of time. (Isaiah 9: 6-7) 

This moment of Advent is both past and future. We wait today 

for a story that we know the ending to. We call it Christmas.  

The details of the story are not so important as what it tells us 

about God. Advent immerses itself in the hope of incarnation. 

'Immanuel', God among us. Jesus, who 'pitched his tent' in the 

midst of humanity.  

Advent  is both promise fulfilled and promise to come.  We live 

in the 'in-between' moment of history. The cry of the  child 

already echoes through time. That is the story of Christmas. We 

have already heard the cry, "come, follow me". That is the story 

of Easter. The shadow of a cross, casting its love and justice  

across all eternity. Today, we live in that shadow.  

Advent is the link between fact and faith. There is no doubt in 

history that Jesus of Nazareth existed. However, our faith is 

based on a promise of who he was, prior to and beyond, his 

earthly steps and words. From before even the most ancient 

words and indeed creation itself, there was the promise of the 

coming of the Son of God.  

"In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 From the very beginning the 

Word was with God. 3 Through him God made all things; not one 

thing in all creation was made without him. 4 The Word was the 

source of life,[a] and this life brought light to people. 5 The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. 
 The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, 

lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as 

the Father's only Son." (John 1: 1-5,14) 

Advent asks us to journey through ancient promises, and take 

faithful steps towards a promise yet to be filled, but always 

based on what has been. It is not the  historical facts that 

important, it is what the story tells us about God. Christmas is 

God's holy mystery of incarnation into the world. In the person 

of Christ, is our knowledge of who God is. 

Down though the ages God has spoken to his people. His loud 

cries shouting the deliverance of God's people from Egypt, the 

laws at Sinai and the gift of a  Promised Land.  Who is God, 

Moses wanted to know. His answer, I am who I am. I am now, I 

am past, I am eternity. To his people this was a  loud cry they 

could never ignore and it part of their identity to this day. We 

know something of this history. Do we hear the cry of God?  

God has spoken in loud whispers and quiet voices to the faithful 

and the doubter. Prophets with ears tuned to God listened and 

proclaimed his words. God will gather in his people. There will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A+1-14&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29089a


be a second exodus of both journey and spirit. The Messiah, 

God's anointed king,  will come. In Advent the quiet voice of 

God still speaks. God seeks to turn our ears to his promise. It is 

there somewhere, under the noise of Christmas.  

From the line of King David a Saviour will come. That was the 

promise given. From before we ever were, to the depths of 

eternity, God gives us that promise. God is not contained by our 

understanding of time. If you have no beginning and no end. 

You have always been. God 's promise is here concertinaed into 

human history, so that we might understand it. It could have 

happened at any time or in any place. In any real sense of who 

God is as 'I am'.  Advent has always been. Humanity has always 

been waiting for the incarnation of God, even if we did not 

know it. We concertina it into 4 weeks before Christmas and we 

call it Advent.  

In history, context is everything. So we cannot pretend to 

understand the words of the prophets as they understood what 

was happening round about them, or as they expected them to 

be heard, thousands of years ago. In the words of the ancient 

prophets were God's promise of salvation from military and 

political oppression. That was their hope. We need to see 

Advent as a progression of that hope, not just in terms of 

history, but of faith. From the emerging covenant of God with  

Abraham, through the settled and exiled people of God,  to the 

emergence of John the Baptist; the focus of Zechariahs' inspired 

praise and prophecy, who cried, prepare the way.  

This was not God's first cry to his people.  A voice cries out, 

“Prepare in the wilderness a road for the LORD! Clear the way in 

the desert for our God! "(Isaiah 40:3) 

In their own times, prophets have always called nations to be 

the people of God, and, have pointed to his unfulfilled promise 

of the Messiah to come. That was their hope. God would save 

his people. In the words of Zechariah, the prophet proclaims 

that peace is mightier than the sword. The prince of peace is 

indeed a mighty saviour. It was not then, and has never been, a 

popular message.   

The last of the great prophets was John the Baptist. His advent 

message is this, salvation's power now lies not in the power of 

any nation to defeat its enemies, even the Roman oppressors, 

but in the salvation of forgiveness. [quote Barclay on 

forgiveness p. 19] That is what incarnation is all about.  

Every Advent, we are asked, not by words of prophets, but by 

the incarnational spirit of God, to listen to the story of God 

revealed, in faith see Advent as the beginning of an eternal 

journey that does not stop with Christmas, and in hope, seek a 

promise fulfilled, yet still to come. That is our Advent -ure.  

Amen. 

 


