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In the midst of the busyness of Christmas, a child is born. To the 

vast majority of people it is an event that goes totally unnoticed. 

It is not important. The connection has been lost. People are 

going about their normal festive business. There are present to 

buy and wrap, the cash machines are working overtime, 

Christmas meals need to be prepared, there are parties to 

attend where you can pretend to be an angel. 

For some, there is a glimpse of Christmas reality, witnessed in 

the school nativity play. In the actions and words of children, 

there is something about what the fuss is actually all about. 

Only a glimpse though. Birth is far more messy than tea towels 

wrapped round heads, cute and perfect angels and even the 

gifts of the wise.  

Somewhere hidden from view, the miraculous and the 

mysterious is happening. Down a side alleyway. At the back of 

the hotel, fully booked.  A child is born. But it is not important. 

The connection has been lost. Today, Christmas it is a time for 

families to gather, around a table, not a stable. The schools are 

off, children are  on holiday. It is a winter wonderland. Gone is 

the 'holy' day and its significance. The connection has been lost.  

We can all ponder the  wonder and beauty of new life. It is part 

of the rhythm of humanity. Two thousand years ago a birth was 

recognised as special. It is where it all began. Special, not  

 

because of where the birth took place, Bethlehem was 

insignificant; special, because of its significance in the history of 

human kind. Recognised by Shepherds who came off the hills;  

they were first to visit, given directions by the voice of God's 

messengers. 'Something special is happening, go and see'. 

Visitors from the East came, educated men, who were pointed 

the way by a star. They looked, they wondered. They believed 

something significant was about to happen. 

Looking beyond the busyness of Christmas, what do we see, 

that brings us to this place tonight. What is the star that has 

guided us here? Listening beyond the noise of Christmas, what 

do we hear? Has God spoken and said to us, 'go and see?  Go 

and find out for yourself what is about to happen'.  

What do we recognise as significant in this ancient story? What 

do we celebrate tonight, that is even more significant, than the 

wonder of a child, who was born at Christmas ? Amen.  

 


