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As a biography it is not very good, is it! Moving quickly from 

what can only be described as a very strange birth event and a 

purification ceremony  to a Passover story when Jesus was 12 

years old. What happened in between? Why are we not told? If 

the child is so special. The incarnation of God, why is the story 

only really picked up, with the preaching of John the Baptist? 

Have you ever wondered what Jesus was like as a child and a 

teenager? Did he give his parents a hard time? Did the 

hormones kick in! Did Mary and Joseph see anything different 

as Jesus grew up, at home, at school and as he trained to be a 

carpenter?  After all, did not an angel speak to Mary about who 

Jesus was and how special she was? Did she look at her son and 

wonder,  what does the future hold for him? 

What about his friends, his mates? What was the banter like at 

work? What did Joseph notice? I sometimes feel sorry for 

Joseph. Did he really get it? He is soon lost from the story. Did 

Jesus go out at night? Who knows, we are not told, but it is 

interesting to wonder! To try and fill in the blanks.  

I have often thought, did Jesus know who he was? What did 

Mary tell him about his birth. You know what son, it went like 

this... virgin...angels...shepherds...men from the east. Now go 

out and play! What did Jesus think as he grew up? He, like every 

other child,  would have been taught the stories of ancient Israel 

and about their God; of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Of the 

special moments in their history; of Passover, great Kingdom 

and exile. It was at one of these special moments, Passover 

time, that Jesus was brought to the temple by his parents.  

It was when he was 12, when he was officially an adult, that 

Jesus attends the Passover for the first time. He now needs to 

accept the responsibility for fulfilling the Law. So rural boy 

comes to the big city. It must have been quite an eye opener. 

This is where we pick up the story. 

Story was very important in the life of the people of Israel. 

Through the rise and the fall of the kingdom, the story of 

Passover was maintained. A thread running through the 

relationship between God and his people. The Passover was all 

about what God had done. Through his  power and glory the 

slave nation of Israel became the pilgrim people of God. 

Thought the days of law and the prophets; their exile to Babylon 

and their return to Jerusalem, the story was retold from 

generation to generation. So Jesus as a boy travels to Jerusalem, 

with his family, on their annual pilgrimage, to celebrate and 

remember this most special of stories.  

The gospel story is here in its infancy, yet in its climax, an upper 

room contains the last Passover meal of Jesus. So central to the 

life of the people, and Jesus, is a meal that contains the key 

story of God and the struggles of his people.  

In a sense, it is the story of Passover that hold together the story 

of God, as remembered by his people. Taught to future 



generations, and to a boy of 12, it was and is a theological 'glue'. 

It says to his people, as God has saved us in the past, so he will 

send his Messiah to be our future saviour. So the story of 

Passover and the story of Jesus, begin to intersect. 

There are no child protection issues in this story! Jesus is now an 

adult. One explanation for happened is the woman headed 

home first, with the children, and so moved more slowly. The 

men set out later, but moving more quickly, they all met up at 

the first evening encampment. Mary thinks he is with Joseph, 

Joseph thinks he is with Mary. They meet up after a day's travel.  

It's a long way from Jerusalem to Nazareth,  they are maybe 

about a third of the way home. They realise that Jesus is 

missing.  Failing to find him in the camp, they have no 

alternative to return to Jerusalem. It is on the 3rd day, they find 

him in the temple, sitting with the Jewish teachers, listening to 

them and asking questions.  

Willie Barclay says we should not see Jesus as a child prodigy. 

He was not dominating a crowd of his seniors. Listening and 

asking questions, was a regular Jewish phrase for a student 

learning from his teachers. The Good News translation says his 

family are astonished. You might have been a bit  more than 

astonished, if your son had not travelled home with you, and 

like Mary and Joseph, be worried, and I suspect, a bit angry! 

"My son, why have you done this to us?" Where have you been? 

What are you up to? I wonder how you react to what Jesus says 

here? “Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you know that I 

had to be in my Father's house?”  His response can been taken in 

two ways.  Almost a condescending tone underpinning his 

parents  ignorance, and remember, one of the most important 

commandments in the law was to honour your mother and your 

father, or, was it a genuine statement that said, don't worry, 

this is the place I am meant to be, in my Fathers' house.  

That phrase is the key to understanding this little cameo. Jesus 

takes the word 'father' and moves it from Joseph and gives it to 

God. Was it here, at Passover, that it dawns on Jesus as to who 

he really was? My own thinking, is that Jesus was not fully 

aware of who he was, until his baptism. "You are my own dear 

son. I am pleased with you." Whatever is true, there seems to 

be is a gradual awareness, in spiritual maturity, even of the Son 

of God! 

Even if there are moments in life where God's revelation is 

strong, our walk with God is one of pilgrimage. In that journey, 

our understanding of God changes and matures, as we 

encounter God in the experiences of life. There will be times 

when we know very clearly that we are in 'our Fathers house'. 

Faith is strong.  Other times though, we will search in the midst 

of confusion and doubt. But, we can always come back to the 

story, Jesus said, this is my body, broken for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me. Amen.  


