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It's funny sometimes how paths cross. In unexpected 

circumstances people can become close friends. We lose 

contact with people, then almost out of blue,  something 

happens,  and they once again become part of our lives.  There 

is that affinity with people going through the same experience 

as you. From a few days in a hospital ward to those years 

bringing up your children at the same time. That sense, we are 

all in this together. And for many families the idea of only 

meeting at funerals, baptisms and weddings is reality.  

The writer of Luke s gospel wants to make it absolutely clear to 

his readers, that the crossing of paths of the families of Mary 

and Elizabeth is very much part of God's plan. namely, their 

children, the means by which the Kingdom of God would soon 

be announced.  

Luke has drawn his readers into a story of parallels. Elizabeth, 

mother of John the Baptist,  is too old , and Mary, we are told is 

a virgin, yet both are pregnant. Both births are announced by 

angels. It was busy time for Gabriel. He said to both Zechariah 

and Mary, 'Do not be afraid'. These parallels are not 

coincidence.  

There is one other thing that Luke wants his readers to notice,  

and that is the contrast between how Zechariah and Mary 

respond. It seems that Zechariah was a sceptic and Mary a 

woman of faith. He is struck dumb and Mary utters words of 

praise.  

At this point Zechariah drops out of the story. Later on, he finds 

his voice again. Faith had come to Zechariah. But in the 

meantime, the two women meet,  and remember they are 

related. The bible does not say exactly how, but Elizabeth must 

have been about 30-40  years older than Mary.  

Mary travels quite a distance to meet Elizabeth, actually all the 

way from Nazareth in the north of the country, to the hill 

country of Judea in the south. Best guesses, 80-100 miles over 

something like3-4 days. A long and dangerous journey, and she 

stayed for 3 months. I hope they got on! 

The important question is this, why did she undertake such a 

journey in the first place? Mary is no older than a teenager and 

who else can she tell what the angel had announced. Hi mum, 

'I'm pregnant',  but don't worry, an angel said it would be OK!' 

You can imagine the reaction! She could pop round and see the 

local Rabbi. I don't think so! In the dilemma Mary finds herself 

in, she needs to visit the one person who might just understand 

what she is going through. A woman, everyone else is probably 

talking about,  because she is far too old to be pregnant herself. 

Namely Elizabeth.  

I suspect Mary has been there before, maybe visiting en route 

to celebrating the Passover in Jerusalem. I also suspect, 



Elizabeth got a bit of a shock. Here we have the unexpected 

crossing of two paths. 'You'll never believe what happened to 

me? Just wait till you hear my experience.' As so often happens, 

scripture does not give us the small talk. What we have here,  is 

confirmation to Mary of what has happened to her. Elizabeth 

reinforces the words of Gabriel and says in a loud voice,  "Why 

should this happen to me, that my Lord's mother comes to visit 

me?".  

Who plays the starring role in this encounter? John the Baptist! 

Luke is saying to his readers, even the unborn John, is already 

pointing to Jesus. From the desert he would point once again. 

Their paths crisscrossing in the early stories of the gospels.  

There is a question that remains. How did Elizabeth know of 

Mary's pregnancy? For Luke there can only be one answer. 

Knowledge from the Spirit of God. This encounter, he says,  is 

beyond the ordinary. Most of the conversation is unknown, and 

what we do know,  cannot be explained.  

Remember this had all happened before. Right at the very 

beginning of their history. Abram and Sara,  too old to have 

children. Who laughed in the face of God's promise that he 

would be the father of many nations.  

So what are we to make of such a story. The meaning is far 

more important to Luke than the facts. William Barclay in his 

commentary talks about Mary having both the greatest joy,  but 

also the greatest task. That was her blessing from God. It was a 

two edged sword. It made me wonder, if we seek God's blessing 

in our lives, do we seek only the joy,  without the task? 

Luke writes knowing the end of the story,  and how the lives of 

Mary and John would cross paths with Jesus,  throughout their 

lives.  One was beheaded, another crucified,  and a mother 

watches her son die. Where is the blessing,  except in the tasks 

that God would have us do. If we seek only its joy, then I believe 

we are walking the wrong pilgrim road.  

We need to be aware,  that God will unexpectantly cross our 

path. I wonder if we really believe that? He will not always make 

that obvious or easy. It is up to us, to feel the spirit move within, 

and in that moment, to grasp the task,  God's task, that lies 

before us. Amen. 


