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He disappeared into the night, to do what he had decided to do. 

It is seen as the ultimate act of betrayal. And we know that the 

emotions of betrayal are powerful,  and at their most intense 

when you are betrayed by someone you know, a friend , or 

when someone is seen to betray their country.  So was Judas a 

spy or a double agent for the religious authorities? Why did he 

do,  what he did? 

The word translated "betray",  actually means 'to deliver' or 'to 
cause one to be taken'. For whatever reason, and I don't know 
why,  the chief priests needed inside help,  to corner Jesus in a 
vulnerable position, away from the crowds,  and then for Judas 
to identify him. Which, if you think about it, is a bit strange, 
since they knew all they needed to know about Jesus. His 
actions and his claims. They had already accused his of 
blasphemy,  and they certainly knew what he looked like. He 
had hardly kept his presence a secret! 
 
The reasons for Judas betrayal are  unclear.  There isn't strong 

evidence,  but people have wondered, did he really believe who 

Jesus was?  He tended to use the term 'Rabbi', which means 

teacher, rather than  'Lord'. Did he have a poor relationship with 

Jesus? Was there always a bit of conflict there? People have 

deduced this,  because in the lists of disciples,  Judas usually 

comes at the end.  Or is that just pure speculation? Was he 

motivated by greed? He was after all the group treasurer and 

was the one who often  objected to money being spent. Did he 

have his own slush fund? Or maybe he was hoping to be placed 

in a position of power, when Jesus ushered in God's new 

Kingdom. What we can say is this, he was not just betraying 

Jesus, he was betraying all the others around that table.  

Here is one comment, Why did Judas betray Jesus? Because 

Jesus could not or would not be who Judas wanted Him to be. 

Judas wandered with Jesus for a good three years and came to 

the conclusion that a poor, itinerant teacher who refused to take 

political power was not of any significant value to him. Judas 

used Jesus throughout the three years, and he used Him again in 

the end. When Judas realized what the high priests had planned 

for Jesus, Judas regretted his selfishness. But he still couldn't 

accept Jesus as Lord. The life of Judas came to a tragic end. 

What I find really interesting is this, the very next conversation 

Jesus had,  was with Peter,  and what is it about? How Peter 

would deny Jesus, not once, but three times. Coincidence? I 

don't think so.  

Maybe to break the silence or maybe the gossip about Judas 

departure, where is he going? Jesus addresses his friends with 

some practical advice,  advice "wrapped up in theology", which I 

suspect, if said in this context, they would have failed to grasp. 

In the midst of the act  of sharing bread and wine, the humility 

of foot washing and the mystery of Judas departure,  Jesus talks 

about 'Glory'.  It doesn't really flow.  It does not fit. Let me read 

this section to you, When he had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son 



of Man is seen for who he is, and God seen for who he is in him. 

The moment God is seen in him, God’s glory will be on display. In 

glorifying him, he himself is glorified—glory all around! 

(Message ) 

Glory is about praise and thanksgiving.  The glory of God 

revealed in Jesus,  and the glory of Jesus,  revealed in God. It is 

literally, glory all round! Revealed in what has happened,  and 

what is about to happen.  That part of the story the disciples 

have not yet reached. The context of Glory is Easter. It does not 

fit the story of betrayal. John and his reader knew what was to 

come. We know the story. The disciples would have heard Jesus 

words in a vacuum. 

John is still wanting to pack a few things in here.  I still 

remember my very first sermon. Preached in St Pauls church in 

Milngavie. I was president of the YF,  and each year,  we led an 

evening service,  and it was the president's job to do the 

sermon.  After preaching for 30 minutes - I have never done it 

since, my ministers words were, Robin, you had three good 

sermons in there!   

John still has a lot to say. he talks about the imminent 

departure, the death of Jesus. His destination is not a place to 

which they can journey. Picked up by Peter before his denial, 

who claims he is ready to die for Jesus, but Jesus knows better, 

and, he finishes with a great phrase about love.  It is so good,  

that John has to use it somewhere. So why not here? 

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the 

same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how 

everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they 

see the love you have for each other.” (Message, John 13: 34-35) 

Love is revealed in the breaking of a body. Love is revealed in 

the washing of feet,  and love is revealed in the act of betrayal. 

Was Jesus asking his friends to love, and so forgive, even Judas? 

How else will people know that we follow the example of Jesus? 

Loving friends is too easy.  

Jesus is saying that his love begins with him,  and not with us. 

This is love beyond family and friends. This love, loves the 

enemy and even the betrayer. As Judas leaves the room to do 

what he has to do, Jesus makes clear to friends, there goes the 

people you will need to love. Then and only then, will the love 

of God be known to the world.  

When we feel hated. God's love is high enough. 

When we feel betrayed. God's love is broad enough. 

In our hating and in our betrayals. God's love is deep enough.  

When we leave the table and enter into the night. God travels 

with us. Amen.  

 

   


