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It shouldn't really surprise us that the bible describes water as 

life giving.  We literally cannot survive with it. The average 

person can survive without water for only 3 days, because 50-

75% of the human body, depending on our age,  is made up of 

water. Water is life sustaining. Did you know that in Peru there 

is a Billboard that creates water? It captures air humidity, 

condenses it, and creates water.  

In Scotland we never seem to have a shortage of water. Have 

you noticed that? In Jesus day that was not the case. The 

climate varied depending on the time of year and which part of 

the country you lived in. Palestine has two distinct seasons, a 

rainy season, mid October to mid April and a dry season, mid 

June to mid September, where rainfall is rare.  

Lets imagine,  that the story of a Jewish man,  meeting a 

Samaritan woman at a well,  is set in the dry season. At first we 

don't see the scandal in this story. It's a 'double hit'. Jewish man 

speaks to Samaritan woman. We might say, so what? Two 

thousand years ago this would have been all over the local 

paper, if they had one, and certainly gossiped around the 

villages. This is 'enemies of the state' stuff. "Hated rivals meet at 

well". The animosity had been going on for centuries. It would 

take too long to explain the historical background. Let's just say, 

Jews and Samaritans didn't like each other. What made it 

worse. He was a man and she was a woman. That kind of 

contact just didn't happen.  

Who goes out in the mid day sun? Well no one, unless they had 

no choice. I don't know why Jesus chose to be at the well at that 

time, maybe it was just coincidence, but the woman, from a 

local village, surely she had a choice? Unless of course ,  her 

personal 'history' meant she had been shunned by family,  

friends and the locals, who would have nothing to do with her. 

So, when everyone else had gone home, to get out of the sun, 

she comes to the well.  

To her surprise she sees someone else already there. She is 

maybe now a bit apprehensive. It should have been disserted, 

and there,  maybe sitting on the edge of the well was,  a man.  

Now she has a problem. The writer helpfully tells us that the 

disciples have scarpered off to a local town to by food. I don't 

know why Jesus stayed. Here is the scary bit, Jesus first spoke to 

her and asked for water. Why are you asking that, you and I 

cannot drink out of the same cup. You know that. Jesus is here 

breaking every rule in the book, status, culture, gender and 

religion! 

Up to this point, the conversation, might have been a bit 

strained but it has been normal. Now comes the theology. 

Whether this was the actual conversation based around this 

event, or words put into the mouth of Jesus, using the event to 



make a point, is not important, but the conversation does seem 

a bit 'high brow', for this woman to have engaged in.  

She talks practicalities and buckets, the well is deep, did you not 

bring a bucket. You obviously had to provide your own,   and 

she asks the right question, picking up his phrase about 'living o 

flowing water', which by the way you can't get from a well. This 

is the thread or 'stream' running thought-out the conversation. 

There is a bit of history thrown in. It was Jacob's well. Are you 

greater than Jacob? She seems to be  getting a bit more 

confident and maybe even  irritated. Jacob was a common 

ancestor to both Jews and Samaritans, and the well was in sight 

of  the Samaritan holy mountain of Gerizim.  Their equivalent of 

Jerusalem.  Are you greater than him?  

Jesus does not argue this point, but he has now got her full 

attention. She wants the living water. Never be thirsty again. 

Never have to come here to draw water again, I can stay hidden 

away, out in the sun.  Yes I want that water. She has the right 

idea.  

Where is your husband? What has that got to do with anything? 

Some have even suggested that Jesus is flirting with her. 'I have 

no husband' meaning, "I am available!"  Jesus does not get 

sidetracked. You're right, say Jesus, you already have had 5 

husbands,  and now you have an "a-bide in"!  

She tells the truth. Jesus likes that. In her eyes, he is now a 

prophet. They have a discussion about some obscure detail of 

theology about who worships on what hill, and we will leave the 

discussion, because the idea of living water, used as a 'hook', is 

now left behind. Look at John chapter four to complete the 

story. Make sure to read to at least v26. That is the crux of the 

story.  

It is an image, as in John 7,  that links life giving water to Jesus. 

He is the source of a new way of living. It comes, not from some 

well,  in an obscure dry dusty village in Samaria,  Jesus says it 

comes from him, not literally -  to the heart. It is described as a 

spirit of love, in that story, still to be given. But for us, it is what 

the church is all about; ancient words ringing true -  love God, 

love your neighbour, love yourself and even your enemy. From a 

power within; a  life giving, all encompassing love, that is big 

enough for the world, gracious enough for Karlyle and us,  and 

eternal enough, to last,  this day and  forever. Amen.  


