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A picture of the cabinet table in 10 Downing Street, notice its 

shape to aid communication, from the centre out, but do you 

know who sits where? This is a picture of one of David 

Cameron's cabinet meetings, notice that the table is actually  

too small,  and there are red stickers indicating who's  who.  It 

seems to me, having had a look of sits where, that the most 

important people,  sit,  either beside the PM,  or,  directly 

opposite.  The Scottish secretary is right at the end.  Almost out 

of sight. Where they sit,  is an indication of their role in 

Government.  They don't choose where they sit.  

Jesus was observing some guest who had been invited for a 

meal and what they were doing was choosing the best seats for 

themselves.  In antiquity, at the time of Jesus, social status was 

hugely important. People wanted to sit near the host. It was 

common for people to be seated according to their rank or 

status, as around the cabinet table.  

In Luke 14, Jesus is stating a principle from the Old Testament, 

form the book of Proverbs 25: 6-7 

"Don’t work yourself into the spotlight;   don’t push your way 

into the place of prominence. It’s better to be promoted to a 

place of honour than face humiliation by being demoted." 

(Message) 

The people Jesus was observing were clearly ignoring this. He 

said, if you are invited to a wedding feast, don't sit at the best 

place. You might get embarrassed, when someone more 

important than you turns up,  and let's say, the room is now 

getting full,  you might end up being asked by the host to leave 

that place,  and be moved to the lowest place. Maybe the only 

seat left. Embarrassing for you,  and a tricky conversation for 

the host.  "I am sorry, but... I am going to have to ask you,  to 

move" . Better, says Jesus, if you begin at the lowest place and 

then get invited, by the host,  to a better one.  

There is a problem here. That was never going to happen.  You 

only would get moved up if you sat in a place too low  for your 

social status.  But this is a parable. It conveys a meaning by use 

of comparison.  What I mean by this, it puts two things side by 

side. A parable literally means to 'throw together'. Jesus throws 

together; the event, what is actually happening. What Jesus is 

seeing, and,  a story or a picture,  used to share a principle.  For 

Jesus it was a common means of teaching.  And Jesus is here 

talking about humility.  

If we rush to the table to get the best places, and we have all 

done it. We want the best seats. We want the best view. We like 

talking to important people. What we are doing, is putting 

ourselves first. Jesus clearly states,  that this attitude will not 

bring honour, because to be great in the eyes of others and 

God, we need to be humble. It is another example,  of Jesus  



turning the values of the world, literally,  upside down.  If that 

happens,  there is a far greater chance that they will be God 

values, and Kingdom values,  and , so us, far more difficult to 

achieve.  

Jesus now turns his attention to the host. Up to now it has all 

been about the guests. I think this is even more challenging.  

Jesus says to the host, when you throw a party, don't invite the 

usual suspects.  What happened was, the host invited people of 

similar social status. And let's be honest, that is what we do. 

Jesus says forget that, invite people who cannot invite you back,  

and then, you will be blessed by God.  Hear the sharp intake of 

breath!  What did he say?  

What Jesus said is this,  invite those who are rejected by society.  

In Jesus day, he talks about the poor, the lame, the crippled and 

the blind. Who would those people be today?  In today's 

society, who are the people who carry the mark of social stigma. 

Jesus says, these are the people we need to invite around our 

tables.  

Did you think this passage was going to be so challenging? It 

says, first of all, as a guest, put yourselves in the lowest position. 

This parable is about public humility. It is in the full view of 

other guests. I think that is the easier bit. Then,  as a host, invite 

to our homes the people we just can't see ourselves ever 

inviting. I think that is the reality of what Jesus is saying. To say 

that this is hard is an understatement.  

Payback. People invite,  to be invited. In the high strata of 

Jewish society that was important. That is what Jesus was 

observing. His payback.  It comes from God. It will not be easy 

and it will not be instant.  

Moving the boundaries of hospitality is maybe one of the most 

challenging things God asks of us. The move from family to 

stranger. From friend to foe.  From people like us, to those who 

have chosen a different lifestyle, is like the tectonic plates of our 

faith shifting beneath our feet.  It is not seeing Jesus in the 

mirror, people like us. It is to seeing Jesus in the face of all God's 

people.  

God welcomes us to the feast, but his invite is to all. That is the 

length, the breath and the depth,  of his love. Amen.  

 


