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The heart of the parable of the lost son, is actually all about 

money. Without demanding his inheritance, the son would 

never have left home. Without running out of money,  

remember he is feeding the pigs and eating their food, without 

that, the son would never have come home.  It is his change of 

circumstance that brings remorse.  That change of 

circumstance, is a distinct of,  money. All his so called friends 

have disappeared, he is left in the company of pigs and he has 

only one option left,  and that is to go home.  

At the beginning of the story, the father opens his,  wallet; here 

you are son, here's your money, as it turns out, not a wise move, 

but he does it anyway,  and at the end of the story; the father  

opens, not his wallet, but  his arms.  All he is now interested in, 

is one fact, his son is now home.  The appeal we have heard on 

TV. A  child has disappeared and the plea is this, just come 

home, it doesn't  matter what you have done. We just want you 

home. It is exactly the same in this parable.  The one thing that 

runs throughout the whole story,  is the generosity of the 

father.  In spite of all the money the son has squandered, in his 

name, the father throws him a great feast.   

And there in the background, working hard, is the elder brother,  

who cannot understand the reaction of this father.  He might 

say to us, I don't believe this. Do you see what is happening 

here?  And we might be saying, your right there. That's 

ridiculous. Fancy treating you like that! Do we not understand 

how he feels? He never asked for his share of the money.  He 

has stayed at home and have done his job. On the other hand, 

his brother blows it all on the high life, comes home with 

absolutely nothing,  and what does his father do? 

 Let's be honest, do we not look at some people today, and say,  

they have more money than sense. In a world where there is 

such great need, there are people who live in great luxury, and 

spend money, as if it is going out of fashion, on the 'high life'. 

They do it, because they can.  That is what this guy did. The 

problem is, he blew the lot. In life, nothing much has changed. 

I read something recently, some research done in America 

about the church and money. As you know, this is one of our 

stewardship Sundays. We are asked by the church nationally to 

have  a stewardship season every year.  What I read was this. 

"Congregations courageous enough to talk openly about money 

are more likely to see their revenue streams grow than those 

that treat the topic as taboo... "  

In other words, if we are going to increase the income of 

congregations , we need to talk about it,  and we have got to be 

honest, and say, OK we don't like talking about it, but without 

money, it is very difficult to fulfil our mission as part of the 

church of Jesus Christ.  That is literally, the 'bottom line'. Part of 

our stewardship is what we give financially, along with our time 



and talents. It is a bit like the father in the parable,  who opens 

his wallet.  

However, the more powerful image, for me; is the opening of 

his arms,  to welcome back his son. Anyone who knows me, 

knows I am not a great hugger! But what the father does here,  

goes way beyond 'welcome back'. 'Nice to see you again'. This is 

a man,  fearful, that he would never see his son again and you 

have the idea,  he was always on the lookout. Every day, 

scanning the horizon. Wondering if the next person who came 

over the hill would be his son. I am sure there were many false 

hopes. It is him, ... no its not.  

In the parable, he makes the first move and the opening of the 

arms is a release of the agony of not knowing.  Here is my son.  

Forgiveness is in his heart before the son says anything. The son 

is probably been rehearsing in his mind what he is going to say, 

because he has no idea how his father is going to react.  

There was only one thing on the fathers mind. The past is 

forgotten. Right now. At the very moment. My son was lost,  but 

now he is found. Nothing else was important. Nothing else 

mattered. As an aside I do wonder, what happened later on. 

How did they work it all out, especially with the elder brother.  

Stewardship is all about generosity. It is about Gods generosity,  

that says it does not matter what happened before. Seeking 

forgiveness,  the son comes to his father and the father's arms 

are open.  Stewardship is about our response to the generosity 

of God.  A generosity made visible in God's world and,  God's 

means of forgiveness in Jesus Christ. That's the compassion that 

scans the horizon. That is the love of God's open arms.  

But stewardship is also intentional. The gifts of God are not 

accidental. The father waits and it would not have mattered 

how long. God waits for us. Our response to God must also be 

intentional.    

I would like all of us to think about, what we give financially. Not 

to the church, but to God.  And the question is this, can we be 

courageous in our generosity. ? Amen.  


