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 I want to ask this; the prophecy of Isaiah 11,  that was read 

earlier for us, is it simply an ideal vision of the world,  a vision 

that can never be realised?  Is the writer just hoping for 

something that is never ever going to happen.  Is it just 'pie in 

the sky'? I wonder what you think? 

It is an image that uses the natural world. Animals come 

together that would never voluntarily share the same space. If 

you have watched any programs about the natural world, you 

will know it is brutal. Out there, there is a natural order to 

things and for one of these species,  it would all end badly.  To 

make his point, the writer brings together wild and domestic 

animals. They couldn't naturally live together.  

The shepherds of ancient times knew full well,  that you could 

not bring together such animals without disastrous 

consequences.  Wolves kill and eat sheep. It was their job after 

all to prevent such attacks. And to add that,  these animals will 

be taken care of, not by adults who could try and separate 

them, but by children.  IT is just not possible.  I think it is 

legitimate to ask, what is going on here? What are we to make 

of these ancient word? Has the prophet gone mad? 

The first thing we have to say, it is just an image. The writer is 

not suggesting for a moment that these animal will actually 

come together and live peaceably. That's not the point. What 

we have here, is an image of peace that goes beyond the 

natural world. Under normal circumstances this co existence 

does not happen. But in God's world, the normal rules are there 

to be broken.  

These images contradict the natural order as we understand it, 

and I am not here just thinking about the natural world, but 

how humanity treats itself. In the absence of God in our world,  

there can be no real peace. In this reading we cannot fail to  see 

the stark contrast between our world of injustice, inequality and 

hatred,  and that of a world that God wishes it to be. It is 

obvious to all of us,  that people do not, and seemingly cannot,  

live together in peace,  and as a result of that,  the world is full 

of people who are broken and damaged. 

We live with political division, racial divides, financial inequality, 

civil war, deep ethnic tensions, terrorism,  and violence against 

women and children. To that list you could add more.  In our 

world,  wolves and sheep do not live together,  and if they did, it 

would be, and I would suggest it is, an unfolding disaster.  

Now, the one thing I don't want to do,  is to give the impression 

that this is all about God's kingdom sometime in the future. If 

we just hang on long enough, it will OK.  As God's people,  

eventually he will take us out of this world. I don't believe this 

passage is an image of heaven.  This passage is all about today.  

If we believe that the Kingdom of God is already here,  in Jesus 



Christ, then what we are talking about,  what this image is 

about, is how to live with justice and integrity, today.  

Isaiah talks about;  not judging by appearance - advertising does 

that all the time. It is all about what we can look like. God is not 

interested.   He says, make sure the poor are judged fairly and 

defend the rights of the helpless.  Now here is God is very  

interested in.  He constantly challenged Israel, as the people of 

God,  to look after the widow, the orphan and the stranger in 

their midst.  

In these things we do not have a good track record.  Is it not sad 

that people today, in the 5th richest country in the world,  

people rely on donations of gifts for their children at Christmas 

and on food banks to get by day by day. It should not be 

happening. Isaiah would have had his own examples of injustice. 

But I want to repeat this, his words  are not for tomorrow, they 

are for today. These are not vague notions about how to live in 

an afterlife.  This is how we are to live today. Side by side. No 

divisions. Each person recognised as being made in the image of 

God.  

This is not something we can do ourselves. Isaiah talks about the 

spirit of the Lord giving wisdom. Yet how often do we think we 

can go it alone and sort out the problems of the world, or 

indeed the church,  all by ourselves. That is not going to happen. 

If we want leopards and goats to live together, then it will be 

the spirit of God that brings knowledge and skill and compassion 

that will bring people together to live in peace.  

History is littered with the failures of war, violence and 

inhumanity. In the birth of Christ and in ushering in the Kingdom 

of God, the clock was reset.  A new opportunity was given. New 

branches came from an ancient stump. A new kingdom was 

promised,  and is now revealed. The potential for the calf and 

the lion to feed together and for the full expression of God's 

shalom, has now been fulfilled.  

It is ironic, but often the way God works, that in the 

vulnerability of the birth of a child, God acts,  and says, peace I 

give to you, my own peace,  such as the world can never give.  

The peace of the child of Bethlehem, who says; Shalom; God's 

kingdom is one of peace and not division; equality rather than 

judgement, justice in an unfair world and compassion to those 

in pain. Shalom; may we be one with God and in unity,  with one 

another. Amen.  


